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THE 


Words of the Oath, 


. A.B. do utterly teitifie and declare in my conſcience, that 
|| the Kings Majeſty is the only Supream Governor of 
this Realm, and of all other His Highneſſes Dominicns 
and Countries, . as well in all Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical 
things or cauſes, as Temporal: And that no Forreign Prince, 
Per ſon, Prelate, State, or Potentate hath or ougbt to have any 
Turiſdiftion, Power, Superiority, Pre-eminence, or Authority 
Eccleſraitical or Spiritual within this Realm : And therefore 
1 do utterly renounce and forſake all Forreign Furiſdiftions, 
Powers, Superiorities and Authorities : And do promiſe, that 
from henceforth I ſhall bearFaith & true Allegiance to the Kings 
Highneſs, His Heirs and lawful Succeſſors, and to my power 
[hall affift and defend all Turiſdiftions,  Priviledges, Pre-emi- 
nencies and Authorities granted or belonging to the K ings 
Highn:ſs, His Heirs and Succeſſors, or united and annexed 
to the Imperial Crown of this Realm : So help me God, and 
by the Contents of this Book. 


(a2) Introdutttin 


SAVAGAAVLURADVADD 
wal IntroduFion, 


He Oath of Supremacy has long been 
thought, by the generality of Carholicks, 
Inconliftent with Faith, both tor what 
it affirms-of the Xs, and denies of the 
Pope. And truly, who confiders only 
the Words, as they ly naked there, without ſeeking to 
inform himſelf what they mean of any thing bur the bare 
ſounds, has reaſon ar firſt ſight to check at it. Tam apt to 
believe that every body docs not look farther ; at leaſt I 
my ſelf did not a great while, and therefore thought of 
it as others did. 

2. Yet it ſeemed ſtrange, that the moſt Learned 
of rhe Church of Zr2/end, ſhould freely take it without 
{cruple; and at the ſame time Irreprehenfibly affirm, 
both of the Xizgs Power and the Popes, what Catholicks 
therefore refuſe the Oath, becauſe' they think it denies. 
I perceived they maſt of neceſſity underſtand it other- 


wiſe than We did. For to fuſpett, thar either of us pro- 


ceed otherwiſe than according to our conſcience, They 
in Taking, and VVe in Refuſing, is not eirher for a Cha- 
ritable, or Reaſonable Man. I would not handſomly unrid- 


dle, when a miftake there muſt necds be on one ſide, - 


how the miſtake ſhonld ly on theirs, or which way they 
ſhould miſunderſtand an 0th of their own making. In 
ſhort, I knew not what to make of it; and while Thad 
no Key tothe Lock, but the bare words, could not caſily 0- 
pen it. For fill thoſe words 1temed trreconctable' to 

A 2 Exuth, 


(4) 

Truth, and to that Truth which they profeſs, as well as 
that which I believe. | | | 
3- Upon farther ſearch, things appeared ſomthing 
otherwiſe. I found, that what rhole Learned Men mean 
when they ſwear, and which they think the VVords of 
the Oath mean, is not only ſutable to what they believe 
themſelves, but likewiſe to what we believe; and 1 
found there is more Reaſon, than I imagined, to believe 
that the words of the Oath do indeed mean, as they judgz 
they do, and not as VVe thought. VVhat occurs to me, 
I thought a ſealonable Charity zo communicate to others, 
leſt by ſeeking to avoyd one Error we - tall into ma- 
ny. | 
+ For, as we are on the one fide obliged to pre- 
fcr a good Conſcience before all Worldly reſpects, 16 
we are obliged on the other, to obey our Soveraign and 
his Laws, where with a good conſcience we can. No 
Man can juſtify the refuſal of an Oath, tendred by Law- 
'ful Authority, without a ſufficient Reaſon. The Realon 
why we have refuſed this Oath, is, becauſe we appre- 
hended it Inconſiſtent with Faith. And that is un- 
doubredly a ſufficient Reaſon, if the apprehenſion be 
rrue; bur if it be not, we are left in the Lurch. If 
the Oath, as ſome think, do not renounce the Faith of 
all Cathalicks, but only the Opinions of ſome, and thoſe hoth 
falſe and pernicious, to refule it, 1s not to preſerve, but 
to {candalrze our Faith, with the imputation of obliging 
us to things, by the Wiſdom of the Nation, judo'd In- 
tolerable. It is to confirm the bad opinion which ſome 
have of us, that our Religion 1s indeed Inconſiſtent with 
the ſecurity of the Commonwealth. In a word, what 

we took for Religion, would prove FaCtion. 
5. Before I ſpeak of the Oath it ſelf, it will be 
convenient to obſerve, that divers priviledges have. at 


divers 


(3) 
divers times, | nh gpleeyd by the Biety? of Princes, -t6 
the Church, and 'Chiirch-Men/-'whith beings!Jons ute} 
and 'ther origin'eirher® forgotten 6x2 aſl, mbled, -'have 
at length been commonly enough lookt'upon tne claims 
ed-as the proper /and ifnhexert2 Right'of the Church,” Az 
mong 'thele 15-\the rightof' hoWitig- Judiciary! Pleas ard 
Courts) i procyeding lite Secular 'Courts-'tb'\Sentence; ' 6: 
ven 'of -l empbral and Corporal Puniſhments, -as Fines; 
Impriſonment, '&c. ' and Exeeuting' their Sentences by 
their own Officers, -unleſs in'cake of Dearh';- for: which; 
whether for: Form or Subliance, - the/ Prathinns Seeulare, 
was uſually call'd 'upon. -- Theſe/Courts were "ſettled by 
lirtle and little, 'and their Power: was ſometumes-more, 
lometimes - leſs, which variety remains to this day;- as 
the. Secular Power in-1everal Nations-concurs, more or 
lels with them.- Bur it became at laſt rhe general Prac- 
tile, that Eceleſiaftical Perſons ſhould appear only in 
theſe Courts for all cables; and the —_ for ſome; chiet- 
ly ſuch 'as had relations to the Law of God. The Judges 
there, being either Eccleliaſtical Men themſelves,*or ating 
by Commiſſion from- themy the Courts got the Name of 
Ecciefiaftical or Spiritual Courts; -the matters determina- 
ble in them, of Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual matters, or cauſes ; 
and their Power of Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual Power. But 
6. When things had ' gone thus Time-out of mind, 
and People faw them conſtantly act, not by renewed Com- 
millions, - as Subordinate Officers uſe to do, but- by a 
Right of theirown, a Right chanily preſcrved by them, and 
freely confelt by every body els, as undoubtedly it was, both 
by a good Title at firſt, and a quict poſſ-thon of many 
Hundred Years; it came to be thouche at laſt, that this 
Right of theirs was given them with their Character 
by God ; whereas in Truth it procec:|-d txxm the con- 


delcendence of Pious er; and, as a!! Humane things 
are 


() 

are ſubje& tq change, mays dy the ſame Power which 
gave it, 02 juſt occaſion be taken away. 

-—:7- In the' mean time the Notion: of Spiritu/ , 
when whe in the £4. $0. Power, Fudge, Court,  Mat- 
ter, Canje,; Or Thizg has ner ly relation to thele Ex- 
ternal Courts. .'The word-!is. ordinarily taken ſo in our 
common Language, but there ſeldomg| otherwiſe, and 
when we find it in the Zav, we muſt expett it ſhould 
ſignify as it uſes to doin the Law, not as it does in Phi- 
laſpphy, or Cantroverly, or Alcetics. It 6% well known, 
that I know not whether - it be not idle-to mention the 
different Sigaitications which the ſame words have in 
different - Occaſions. -For example, who thinks of the 
Theological ; vertue, ;;, when he-is to ſwear Faith to his 
Prince ?. who of a;Stone- or Tree, when he hears of -a 
Body, not 18 Philolophy but Phyſick? and when a Man 
of bulinels is talking off a Materual ation or conliderati- 
on, He would be thought rangely to rove, who ſhould 
fancy Adaerial there lignifyed as among Metaphyſici- 
ans. The frequency of ſuch cales made it nyecefary, 
that People might underſtand one: another, to- ſettle a 
Rule for the underſtanding of words, and eſtabliſh this 
maxime, that they be alwayes underſtood Secundaun ſub- 
jectam Materiam as they phraſe it, according to the ſub- 
ject of which they ſpeak. I cannot tell, whether this 
Rule have alwayes been remembred in the caſe of this 
Oath + but doubt that who forgets it any where, hazards 
to perplex himſelf into inextricable canfulion. 


Tet. 
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- Section |. 


6 Of the Afirmatrve Clanſe of the fo 
OATH. 


fifts Principally of rwo Clauſes; One Afirma- 
zive, the other Negative; according to which: 
4. the Teft which have any fhew of di culty, are 
t be underſtood. The Afirmativeacknowledpes the King 
to be rhe only Supreme Governour of this Realm ani the reſt 
of his dominions, as well 14 all Spiritual or Eceleſfattical things 
or cauſes. as Temporal. By this clanſe it was apprehen- 
ded, not only by Catholiz#s, but others tov, that the King 
was inveſted with. Power to. do all that a Supreme pure- 
ly Spiriteal Governour could "do, Preach, -Confer Orders, 
arbiter the Smraments, &&. Which as It 15 evidently 
fa'ſe, ſo 'tis evident likewiſe, that *tis not the meaning 
8 the Chi,” - 4% 
7 2. For, Fir#, the Oath being enjoyned by Law, for 
the acknowledgment of what was re-fetled by Law in 
he Kins, it's words muſt bear, the ſenſe they uſe to do, 
"if Taw-Language, "and LawBooks, which*according to 
what has.bzen ſaid before,, is, that the King 13 Supreme 
"Governour 'of this Realm ; Sv that who' ever oy 
co Iarg 


x, Ti premiſed, I core to the 'Orh, ' which con- 


ſhare in the Government-of it, be he Spiritual or Ter» 


poral, Many. hath. At from and under4he.King- - - --- 
+7 5. Secomily, Theſe words being in'two Atts of Par- 
Jarerit, Whoſe declared ſenſe is, to reſtore what was-due 
to the Crown, ought 1o to be underſtood as to acknow- 
ledg, all and #o wore in the King, then thoſe two AQs, 
either in themſelves, of in thole-of King Henry the Eighth 
revived by then, reſtored to him: ſince no more at moſt, 
and perchance not all of them, are ordered to the ma- 
king, «ab donſcquent! lenſe, .of this 024i), Now, what 
was reſtored by*thele, every diligent Reader of them, 
will fnd to be only what' may, without injury to Gods 
Law, be poſſelsd by the King. 

4. For to begin, with King Herry the Eighth, in the 
Exit of them, 12/22. SH4f, 2.3. H. $.-C. 9. He onlyclaims, 
or. exerciſes the; Power of. ordering, , where citations be- 

longing to Spiritual Courts of this Realm ſhall be made, 
which: maybe ſeen t0 be evidently his due; In the Se- 
: cond (24 Ke H. 8th.C. 12.) hetakes Power, only to order 
\thatino appeals, 1n Matters of wills, Marriages, Divorces, 
Tihes, Oblations,. and. Obventions, Thall be made out of 
this Realm; alleadging for realon, that as to the Tem- 
poral part of them, they belong to the Imperial Crown, 
"and, as to what in them may concern the Law of God, 
to:the Clergy of this Realm, as, being of parts fit for 
it; to. whom be exprelly leaves this part, not aſſuming 
it to himſelf... _. | | 

5. In the 34d. (Star. 25. C. 20.) He uſes the Power 
| to reſtrain -the payment of. Annats, and firſt-Fruits to 

Kome, (to which Temporal Power extends) and with 
his Biſhops in Parliament, orders how others are to be 
 eleed, and conſecrated by them ; which Carholick Kings 
uſe to. do. pe 

6. In the 4th. (25. C. 9.) The Power which he exerci- 

ſes 


(9.) 
es 15,” "that no newt Canon-Laws ſhall be made, 'or.old 
-oncs.ftand; without his 'approbation. — Which he may 
have as»ia Knowing : Man.;' . they being things of human 
inſtitution ;\. nay, as 4) Prince, cherought to: have, lince 
'tis known, .that'' Cahon Laws do often claſh with: the 
Laws of the Realm... i Though, if. he abuſes: this Power, 
by :hindering good Laws, and unprejudicial to the State, 
He.is to: anfwer for that ; though to God alone.. 1 1{? 
+, In the 5th; (25. KH. £21.) He takes Power to hin 
der Paying of Money to- Rame 3/ toihinder the: Pope from 
Diſpenſing ia. Human Spiritual Laws:: to diſpenſe in 
them Himſelf by his-Biſhopsz and with his' Parliament 
to annul them. All which, certainly he may do as 
King. And that he intended here to do no more than 
he might do, -appears by a Provijo of this AQ,” revived 
by Q. E. and afterwards to be Cited. 

8. In the 6h. (26.C. 14.) He only affigns Suffragans by 
conſent of - Biſhops in Parliament : Which Aſſign- 
ment is .a thing of Human Inſtitution ;, and as it depends 
on: the Lawol the Land, may proceed from him. ! And, 
if it be ſaid by any, That, ſince Chriſt 7 ey 
Power to Preach where they ſhould pleaſe,, and think 
fit, : and fo, that they have from Chriſt Power indepen- 
dent of any Law of. the Land, (as 'in-tumes of ' Heathen 
Emperors) to agree 0G, rea} ry what: Territories 
every one ſhall have to do his Duty in; which: the King 
cannot take from them, as he may ſeem here to do; *Tis 
reply'd, That They may agree among themſelves, to have 
_ Territories / the! Law or King {ſhall aſign them. 
And thus, at leaſt, the King may without Injury, ( be- 
cauſe with their Conſents) aſſign them Dioceſs's, as wet 
as the Legiſlators in England, :and in Forreign Countries, 


divide one Pariſh'into two, or compound two -ihto. ones: 
as: occalion invites; without. — 


I ded: of.- vidargt Faith y /  ep:(to fpeak more properly 
loom rs aby .Eivme Tadgtution. : Amd Fe) ne 
done Withtheis Conderts, is evident ; becauſe here They 
| did! agree to it id-Partiament: | Or at may. be daid, 'That 
| They rhenifetves 1h Parliamedbt did this. And the Laity 
M agreed with thern, to make it the Lawef the Land. 
| 9. in the 7th. (28.C. 16.) He tales Power to give 
thoſe Temporal Gifts, which the Pope formerly gave ; 
woþut —_— tato their Biſhopridks,. Curates into their 
| Cures, (as:Carholick 'Princes now 'do.) and 09 give them 
| keave'to do their Patics, -1nor- a5 to the purely Spirnual, 
| Intriafcal Power m common; 'but as to lore Circum- 
| Kances, belonging to the Exercife of 'it, and commodious 
MI for the Subject: So as they ſhould have it from Parlia- 
ments,. aad/ net from Rowe. Which he might lawfully 
do, as is juſt now explicated, and alſo make a Law they 
1 Shouldnot have'it from Rome, it being not neceſſary They 
| ſhould ; They having Power from Chriſt to Preach e- 
| very where, -till they hmited their Territories by their 
" dwn Conſent; and here difleat from doing it at the 
| Pdpe's Pleafure.  - 1 h 
ro. In the $4. He takes Power to make a Civil Law, 
43S TO of Marriages. And, if as he did this, he 
judp'd what was of Faith inthe Caſe; he did it trot, as 
fear by \Chrift, ber, &s' a'Schotkar Aurhorin'd by Law, 
which he may'aHo do'; on; aspre-inform'd by his Biſhops. 
Ih the 91h. abd laſt; / He:only makes a Civil Order 
concerning thei Marriage of - ors of the Civil Law. 
71, The Title of Q. Fs. firſt AEt ( made 1. EL.c. x.) 
F being an :4# reſtoring to the Crown the Amntient Farifditti- 
þ dhrrower the State Eccltſiaftical and Spiritual, and abvlifhing 
vl all, Borneigh Poeer, tepuguant to the ſame : evidently: de- 
| notes, that what fhe' took, - was in Catholick-Times due 
"t to the Crown; "And Pofleſt by. Gift or Uſurpatioa from 


it, 


_— — - - 
- Rees ates — 


(11) 
it, 6 ſhe took it back, * For. the could--not (call 
might rage only => e 22th, « Fer 1 Fh Ri: 
Reign,! Antzent CDI [Ang K- 
Jur:(diQion , was abt. the 08 Dy: 


+einher Time refored to It 1 ee, Preamble all 
K-H, $5. CS, — Fa wit, 7 12H 


58) 
praing K. #. Bth. for akin away from Hy oo 


TOWN.; 


Vinh done 
in ; this, and "Giving a, RY :Or- that: 


ewWe4a Yo 


| von in. —— Weds,» "eg ors hot is to" iy I 


.taking:awaybfromthe Pope) and* At ONCE, What 
veral Atts gave: byiiparts? ;NowW, that: they ee 


Jy Natural, Temporal; Farthly, of , Civil:Power, and 
. Dot } any; Wper-vatutal, ;derived .from the; Keys of phe 
Kingdom of. Heaven ; .we. have ſeen by numbring up all 


Patticulars gen, and finding ever one of t em 30;by ber 


- Teraporal ;\ahd 'we may allo find,; by refle ing, thathe 


deelares«in.the.Preamble-to'the. Second of. chem, . Thar 


;hb igteriled-to do more. filly," what ſeveral, Ce fe 
-Kiogs had done ire part. :Andflys.1s gleaply. 0: 
by: lecing.in-paptictlar,:. fybat it was, which) hs 2m 


when: it: canes £oEftabliſh, doth Eſtabliſh'1in, her: 
awe fee:the-Partiulats tneatiined,7 are: gnly, Fover for þe 
#iſitatjon ef the Heeltfrxftiead>Steje 7 arid Perſons, y(t 


o) oy 
. taitheiehd,vebat>ſhe: niighs know theis Faults), hy for 
the. Purigſanicnh pf alliſuch; Eawtsry {And-iag-forrgiving $pi- 
B -2 


ritual 


(12) 

ritual or Bong Power, 'tis already ſeen, to be in 
pur Law- ,' but uMmaA:-- ny 1h od 3 ' 
© #2, - Preſently: after this, the At tells us; That the 
End defign'd «to be brought about by the Oath; is: the 
Maintenance of - the A@, 'or the acknowledging what is 
in it Eftabliſhed. And hence, except” we are 1{d unrea- 
ſonable, as to think, that the Oath was deſign'd for the 
Maintemance of this, and ſome thing elſe, not ſpoken 
'of ;; and for want of its Knowledg that way, not to 'be 
maintained or acknowledged, (ſince no Man can main- 
tain' or acknowledg a Poſition he doth not know of ) 
- muft fay, That the Words of the Oath ſignify no- 
thing at all more in the King, than the AQs give him. 
Sinice then *tis by the Conſideration of all Particulars 
iven, evident, that the ACt, neither by its ſelf, nor by 
Jo Ads revived in it, gives the King any Power, as 
-from Chriſt, 'to preach Chriſt's DoQrine, perſwade Peo- 
ple, and help'rhem, by giving them/the Sacraments, to 
Ai thoke Parts of 'it : ' 'Tis alſo evident, that/the 

ords of the Oath ſignify no ſuch thing in him.” -.. 
13. It only*remains, to ſee whether the one other AR, 
mn (5: E. cap. x.) concerning this Matter and Oath, 
gives her atiy more than this former. What repreſents 
felf firft- to our View,” is its Title; which - runs thus: 
An Att for the Aſſurance of the Queens 'Majeſties Royal Pow- 
er over all States and Subjetts within her Dominions.. iNow 
that [ Rojal] is no more than' Humax, every: Body: that 
' underftands both theſe Words, knows. Next, comes the 
AQ it ſelf in all its Particutars, doing what 'the: Title 
- ſpeaks, and no more. For, firft; 'For Conſervation of 
- the Queen,  and'the:Digniries of the Crowinz'1and to'a- 
-'vpid ſeveral Miſchiefs proceeding from the\ufurped Ju- 
rifdition of the See 'of Rome, iv makes the Maintaining 
' of this, 'Premmnire and Treaſon; and: to: binder the Main- 
tenance 


their. Faith and Alegiance, 


(13) 
tenatice of this, betanſe-it. did thoſe: Human” Miſchiefs, | 
for thoſe Human Good's ſake, ':What is ic. elſe but! aſſy- 
ring: her: Royall! Power ? / | Secondly, It makes a Law, that 
the Seaſe which the:Queens: Admonition gives: the Oath, 
ſhall be irg'Senſe; - And'that this gives her only 4 Rega/ 
Power, we. ſhall hereiafter clearly tee. Thirdly, and (as 
to. our purpole) Laſtly, It makes a Provi/o, ro exempt 


.the Temporal Lords from this Oath, and an thing - con- 
'rain'd-. in this ACt:-.- Add why doth it do this? | 


ayes 
exprelly;; . Becauſe. her _— was otherwiſe allured of 

Which would have; been no 
g00d Reaſon, ' in icaſe. he had required more than Faith 


and Allegiance-'to:.be; given her: For: th ſhe had 


been aſſured of theſe, yet for the Aſſurance of that-other 


| thing, which ſhe requires tobe given her, ſhe might have 


caus'd- them to. take the Oath, .and not. have exemp- 
ted tham: from Wo fu, F 26018 4 e210! 
14: Thirdly, Our Aſſertion may be confirmed, by. con- 
ſidering that the Oath ſayes not. barely, i Fhat ſhe is the 
Supreme Gavernour in all Cauſes Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtical . 
where Supreme: Governour might poſſibly be in Senſe the 
ſame! as Supreme Preacher : but expreſly, that ſhe is the 
Supreme Governor. of the Realm: ig. all ſuch icauſes. And 
fifice S#prewt Governour af 's Realm is. in'cmmon, and 
indeed all ſpeech, the fame: exaQtly as Temporal Gover- 


our ; | the:Qath' only. fiyes, That ſhe ' is the Supreme 


Tempdral\Gavernour 1n- all' Spiritual Things: Which it 
would' be. Treaſon to deny her; not only ig all thoſe Spi- 
ritual and \Ecclefiaſtical Things, of which only we bave 
ſhew'd the Oath to ſpeak. in the Common Senle of thoſe 
Words, as they are us'd in; Law: / But alſo; in'the ;moſt 


| Spiritual:Thing that car be imagin'd ; as in the Faith of 


e Trinity, Incarnation, /and the like.: | Foir ſhe is by 
her Office, the Temporal Rewarder of this:Verte,' and 


(14) 
* Prnifficr' of ms £dntrary (Vice; whoch 4s to be 2'Tews 
-pimbGbreanour, as to/thi:Vertue and Vice! Uſe 
+:1ln 57:Fount bl, Becauſe the layesexpreſly. m fer 4gmo- 
aiion own which the calls: ie” am:Oarhi of -dbegiatue;. and 
| not. Re/pjrow nk] Allegiance 5: thendby ſhewing, that the 
:Boqumred mo mvre, than) dbegiazre: by-it ; except gue will 
:fzy, dt is ag Oath»of ore, 'than ſþe aid it was, who: beft 
-cadevftood /it ) - that dhe took'iovly what K. #, 85h. and 
»K«fd; 6th: wok ;;: td:avit; \'m frhe Afts whidh dhe liked 
randtreviv'd;; jandinotin/Attswhichibedwikd, with what 
"was taken an them/; and therefore repealtd, '\as is1mott - 
reaſonable ro-underftand: hen: Eſpecially: ſince :the.adds, 
Aeft-wie Mould miftake her,'2to,? take. anything that:in 
-them-miight feem:Ulncatholiok ; . H1d.mbut was of Antient 
(xphich'is the famicias iCatbotick)) time due ito. the Cromp., 
-Now, what K.@. ith. took, which only is.to j0ur-pur- 
-pole, (all that K. Ed. 6th. might do — 
| alcd) wed bave laygely;iaud I think fully Aſeento be 
2dnly Temporal.” 'Nay,:cone-may | probably .guefs: by! his 
aſſertion of xa Cbroiftian Man, (xo berkeen in the. chriſt 
18x <Lopdty; alBook' lately fer:forth, and thatiKipg'sLet- 
2ter- (tot be:found! inthe :Cabala) -to the: Clergy. of .York- 
Hbtre) thathe-toak:noi more even initherRepeal'd AQs, 
| concerning; his:'Headſhip\ of the: Exg/ſb «Church; Bof- 
-ibly» Biſhop £/ſher, / ind bir THhom4s Moor night bei the 
© moreFfratous of His being Headiof/the Claweh;|; becauſe 
They! ever idary thattBpok, > it1being 1 ſer forth; dorne 
Years! bfter their Death ? :»BuvitharKing Altrnry! Ih. did 
»not confound /Regal and-Paltoral-Bower, -purelySpuritu- 
-kl;zi nppears:bylusBogkot Ordingtion ; .whezein he-de- 
iclarcs/ithat PaſtoratiApthodity. khe means! purdlypSpiti- 
:a69l)3 was by -Ordibatignronhd committed/itd Mes 3i:qdd 
valſo, by bi Injwbſtivis 1 Andtherefore, could: notial(- 
Lfine>fuch\kind oÞ Paſboarar-Aluthority , | or: EY 
gliteur purely 
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perely Spiritual to Himfaf ; nor Queer £1:2abtrh neither, 
who'twoknomere than he d1d.” Brit. beſides, Me farther ex- 
plains beta ih expres Wards, nor to' take the Power 
Of | Adm niſtrong - Divint" yervice in the” Charch; but the 
S#O0W4)k rity HA BUNGE tr all Pe foms, of has State ſorver 
they be; Anti What Cari be defiret} clearer than this, for 
her .not taking Power to Preach, Perſwade,-and Help 
Chriſtians, as Chrilt bid his Apoſfles do ; whichis in 6- 
theff words, to adthinifter Divine Service in the Church? 
At what is Power over Etctefiaſtical Perſons, without 
Powet m EccleGaſtical Fonftivns,, bar. Power \Quzntmm 
per legemi Dei licet (with which Additton Biſhop Fiſher 
himſelf agreed to the Title of Supreme Head of the: Church) 
added by AQ of Parliament, in the Confirmation of 
Queen E#z2aberh's Expoſitions, ©, | 
- And that the faid Words, 7 reme Governoly of this 
Realm, ani of ll other His Hyg fi Domintons 'and Conn- 
tries, taking them all togettier, as they ly, (as we ouvhr) 
can never fignify other than a Civil Governony , what-ever 
Things or Cauſes is Power isexpreft tobe in, atS farther 
by this, that thoſe Words, are a very unſutable and impro- 
per title for any purely Spiritual Heag, For, who-ever heard 
theArch-Biſhop of Roar (for example) calPd,Swpreme Gover- 
nonr of all his Province of Normandy, in all Things or Canſes 
phrely Spirit 7 Or, How wonld Roman-Catholrek Princes 
take it, to have. the Pope Write. himfelf, '[ Supreme Go- 
vernony of all his Domintons or Conntries, throughout the whote 
Catholick-Chirrh, in purely Spiritual Affairs?) Thete Words 
then will not ſuffer thernſtives to' be meant-of any other 
Power, than that of a Civil Magiſtrate,” nor can-they, 
without much ftrainmg them from their common Uſe: 
Gpnify, that he aſſumes ro Himſelf any thing, property 
belonging to any Biſhop or Prieft ; and fo, they have no 


ſhew of touching any thing concerv'd to be of Faith. 
| Again, 


_ 


(16) 
- Agains, The King of ,sp4i» has and exerciſes Supreme: 
Wl : teri hin Mqnerchy in Seth ; which, 
C » a5[ < Sf 


hy 
hb, Worgs,. 25 any 410 the Oath; © And. yer; all 
ſiendom. knows, and. the Pope, and Court of Rome: 
it ſelf, that. that King claimsa Goyernourſhip or. Power, 
call'd Spirttual,. (nay,, and:which is much more, Supremely 
ſuch) without any. ones Fancying, that Faith is prejudie'd 
by ſuch a Title. ' Nor umports It, whether that King 
| have this $S iritual Turiſai ion from the Pepe, or. no: 
We have nothipg;tq do with their Bargains ; our only Qye- 
ſtion at preſent, :15, concerning the meaning of the Word 
[ Spiritial,] qyhen apply'd to Kings ; which, if it ſig- 
bites Power purely Spiritzal, could never have been 
given him by the Pope himſelf, without Creating him 
Biſhop. Now, I would ask ypon this occaſion, Whether, 
if the King of Spain had thought fitting ro Command 
his Subje&s in 5Scily, "to take an Oath of Supremacy, 
expreſt in theſe Words; That he is Supreme Spiritual 
Monarch, orhas Supreme Spiritual Authority in that King- 
dom ; whether it could ſtand with the Duty of his 
SubjeQs there, to refuſe to obey him, and to take it, upon 
a Caprichious Conceit, grounded on the double Signi- 
fication, which the Words (Spiritual Supremacy) may 
poſſibly bear; . and thence take ſhadow, that they re- 
nounce their Faith? or, Whether ſuch a whimſy ought 
to excuſe them ? I conceive, no good States-Man, thou 
never ſo good a Chriſtian, . would think him blameleſs. 
You'l fay, 'Tis a different Caſe. I add then this forcible 
Reaſon, which 1 am ſure is unanſwerable. RP 
If the Words [ 7 oma or Eccleſrattical 'T hings or 
Cauſes} ſubjoyn'd to | Supreme Governour, &c.] wrong 
Faith ;.-.that is;. if thoſe Words give the King .a Power . 
purely Spiritual, as. is feared and objeQted ; then the word 
[ ON4X }; joyn'd to. [: Supreme Governour,] and [ALL] to 
þ [7 hinss 


”* - mw Ti 8Y 


(f7) 

[ rhings or :Cauſes } being ſo Ample and Extenſive, :miuft 
cither give him the: whole Latitude of Power: purely Spirt- 
tual ; i or None at aff, but 47 Power'of ſome Other: kind: 
But it muſt "coſt-us 'the /Forfeityre | of Cammor: Senſe to 
imaging that: either the | Ozthis makers ſhould. intend to 
Give, or the King! to Receive the whole Latitude: of. Power 
purely Spiritual. For then he muſt ;haver Power to con» 
fer Orders, conſecrate the Encharift, ablolve' in - Confel: 
fion;  which' no Chriftian ever attributed to a Secular 
Magittrate :- Therefore, /7us evident, thoſe., Words:do nat 
grve the King any' Power'or - Supremacy, purely Fpiritual 
atall ;- nor conlequentiy::cam they (breed che leaſt ;Seruple 
in any Perſon of Loyal: Principles, 1thar they. concern -or 
ſhack Faith. 21 {1 53141 197118 to ,ve 
16. Theſe Things {eem evident enough: ' How-ever, 
for a 5th. Proof and Explication .of many Things that 
have been faid, - concerning what K. H. 8:4. took, upon 
him in the Reviy/d Acts, (that make;the ſame belong 
to our King, and be by us n' this Oattacknowlefg'd as 
his due, or annext-te his. Crown )! let ps conſider, ;that 
the Power {6 proper to-a Paltor, / that we:cannot/'give-tt 
to our Prince, is nothing eMWe, -bur a Man's-being by our 
Saviour's Appointment, Immediate: ( ta his Apoltles,) or 
Mediate (to their Succeſlors) deputed to Preach his 
Faith; Perſiyade, and-(ia the Sacraments) help rhe- Pra- 
Rice of -it;. and by that: Deputation, [enabled to do, theſe 
Things, - Whereas a Lay-man; out at. Charny rand Goog- 
will to another;' or 'any 'other; Good Motive, 'belides, our 
Saviour's Appointment, (wlych he hath not; -10. our: Sup- 
poſition, that he is a Lay-man' or not Appointed ; - and 
{o would Ufurp, if he pretended to it) may teach him 
his Catechiſm; or ſead:a Paſtor, that 1s his Friend, or'his 
Chaplain, to do: 1: And out. of, -the::ſame, and othey 
Reaſonable: Motives, the King maf have a Human Powe 
- either 
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either to teach a Man, if he pleaſes, of ſend all his Sub- 
jets that are Paſtors, to-do their Duties,: ar exercile: the 
Fower Choiſt gave thear; Nay, add to hinder'them from 
exerciſing: of it, in caſe (of Wicked Life, for example} it 
be unxealonable they fhuuld ; ſinte the Law can prohi- 
bit and puniſh any. unreaſonable Thing''or Vice ; , and 
ſince the Paſtor himſelf, though he'hath the Power, 
_ not then to: exerciſe it. And as the King may 

rthem to do their Duties apart, fo in Counſel: - And 
as he may, out of thoſe ſaid Motives, teach ;- ſo he may 
out of the fame, «3 a&noning Chriſtian am, judge what he 
ought to Teach, -or.judge what is Faith; what is: Here- 
fie j-. hkewiſe, ; what & or is not-a convenient Canon- 
Law, or a fit Prayer to be uſed in his Churches, ' and 
the like. And more than theſe we'do not find, that the 
Ads ever gave K. H. 8th. [I believe it will be found, 
that- Soloron, at the Dedication of the Temple, and the 
Kings of Judeh. did as much or more; as in reform- 
ing Abuſes in God's Worſhip, -pulling down Superſtiti- 
on and Idolatry, and: the like; and-yert: none 1magi- 
ned, they in {o doing-ulurp't the Office of. the High- 
Prieſt, as facredly reſerved''to hum then, by the Law of 
Moſes; as the Pope's, or that of Biſhops is now to 
them. 

17. To theſe Examples, I know it is' commonly re- 
ply'd, That theſe Kings' did; not do theſe Things with- 
out ufurping the Prieft's-Office, in caſe they did morethan 
Execute What the Prieſts judg'd to be the Law of :God, 
and its Convenient PraCtice: Jt. being not the King's, 
but Brieft's. Office, to judge what was: the Law of God; 
to Teach it to the People, and perſwade them to Pra- 
Qiſe it. And: hence, that they reach not King Henry's 
Caſe, who was impower'd with Sixteen of the Clergy, 
and Sixteen of 'the Laity, to judges what Canons were - 

| not 
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not repupnarit tothe Taw of God, (as irt 25 #3, C.19.Y-and 

in his Court of Chrncery, to judge of Appeak Rt Spi- 

ritval Courts: Nor Queen -£/itzabrr/s Caſe, who took 
on her to order a New Fort of Prayer,” and- a New 
aner of Conſeerating Priefts and Biſhops.  : | 
18, But this Reply invalidates not the Application of 

theſe Examples. F:rf, Becauſe in the Preamble of the 

Statute 24. C. 12. the Judgment of : Things concerning 


the Law of God and Divjnity; is left ro the Clergy, as 


a thing of their (and not- the Laity's) Office: By which 
it appears; that the Kityg no more ated out of fuch an 
Office in himſelf, than the Jewiſh Kings did. . And the 
ſame Office Queen F!*zabeth denyes to her felf in her 
Admonition; and fo leaves it, and 1ts Exerciſes to the 
Clergy. ' And this is a'fo evident, becauſe no Power is 
given to either of them by A, f which only concerns 
us) to order concerning the Law of God,, or its PraQtice, 
without the Clergy's ordering it, with them. © For in 
the Firſt,. Sixteen Clergy-Men are mentioned : In the Se- 
cond, the Spirituat-Covurt, if the. Matter belonged ro it, 
Judged Firſt: And though an Appeal lay to tie Chan- 
cery, *twas not the Chancery, but Commiſſioners, who 
were to judge of that Appeal; which Commiſſioners, 
if the Caſe concert'd the Law of God, *tis to be pre- 
ſumed, were to be Clergy-Mert; ' as we ſhall ſee by and 
by. Likewiſe. Queen E/:zaberh left rhe making of the 

ommon - Prayer, and Form of Confecration to Clergy- 
Men. And hence, they were never hindred from doing 
their Office, that Chriſt gave them Power to do: Net 
ther did our Princes by thefe Laws pretend to do it; 
bue do what they did by the Clergies DireCtions, as fat 
as they judg'd them to. dire right. 4 | 

19. Henee I Reply, Seco#d7, according 'to what has 


beea faid already, That though no Lay-Man cart be 4 
| C 3 Judge 
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Judge of what 45 Faith, or a;Preacher” of it, ({to-which 
are reduced an Excommunicator, or Denouncer' of him 
that doth contrary to it, or ts PraQtice, as of a'Man to 
be avoyded ; and a Maker of Laws or DireCtions for its 
beſt PraCtice, without. any other Force, than that of Ex- 
communication) in the moſt common. or moſt proper 
Senſe of theſe VVords; which is the ſame, as a Judge or 
Preacher authoriz'd, or made by Chriſt's Immediate or Me- 
diate Appointment : - Yet if the Word [ Fudge] be uſed to 
ſignify no. more, than one that knows. or judges what 
is true Faith, or its beſt PraCtice, by Natural-Reaſon, 
not Authoritative Miſſion, 1a this Senſe, every Lay - Man 
is and ought to be Judge of Faith, and of its Preacl- 
ers too; becauſe every Man has, and ought to uſe his 
Reaſon in Faith, as well as every thing elſe: And he 
ſeeing, many ſorts of Faith pretended to be Chriſt's, and 
many ſorts of Preachers pretending to be True Ones, is 
this way to judge of both thele, by the Reaſons they 
, bring Me themſelves, and their Faith. And hence, the 
King, as a Chriſtian Mar, 1s 1n this Senſe. a Judge of 
Faith : Nay, in a particular Manner, as he is Xinz. For, 
as King, he ought to uſe the Power he hath, to fee that 
Chriſt's true Faith be believ'd and praCtiz'd by his Peo- 
ple: And, how ean he ſee that Laws be made and exe- 
cited for this, . without he knows or judges which it is? 
Or, how can he put in True, and put out Falſe Preach- 
ers, Without he knows by more than their own Words; 
which are ſo? And, how can he eſtabliſh right Laws 
for its Praftice, and aboliſh wrong Ones, except he judge 
which are Good Ones, which not? Neither do I by 
this Power given to Princes. of Judging /.in Matters of 
Faith, ' give them that Power of Judgment, which is 
proper-to the Church. Chriſt delivered: /his.Do@rine not 
ro Princes, but Paſtors; and commanded.'Then (nat 

| | | Prin- 
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Princes): to'Teach the: Flock,: and all the Flock © Princes, 
as well as private: Men, to-hear their Voice, -Yet Faith be» 
| , which fall under a Princes 
Care, and about which: he muſt needs A& one-way 'or 
other ; I conceive, .he'cannot Att in any thing, without 
Judgment ; and {o muſt of Neceſſity judge his way, of 
Faith, it he Att about Faith. But, the Church judges, 
in order to Teach the Faithful; the Prince, in order. to 
Govern his Subjeas, and' appoint Rewards or Puniſh- 


ments. We hold the Church Infallible; and therefore, 


She can oblige People to Interior -Aﬀſent. The Prince 
may happen to judge wrong ; which, if he do, weare.not 
bound to Believe as he Judges: Though we are bound 
to ſubmit, and patiently ſuffer the Penalties, to which 
that wrong Judgment may expoſe us. Other Differences 
there are, which it is to no purpoſe to mention. 

 20.' Likewiſe, If the Word [ Preacher] ſignify no 
more, than one. that Teaches another what the knows of 
Chrilt's DoQrine, and it's right Prattice; ' thena Lay-Mah. - 
may, without Injury. to the Clergy, be a Preacher: 
witneſs, Apollo in the Atts; Sir Thomas Moor, in his pro- 
ving Faith, and diſproving Hereſies, and writing Devout 
Treatiles; Parents, 1n reſpe&t of their Children; and God- 
Fathers, in reſpect of rheir God - Children. More-over, 
What Injury would it have been, - if Sir Thomas More 
had been made ſuch a Writer - or Preacher by A& of. 
Parliament? And the ſame may be faid of a Kirz, or 
Qrneen, who either by Themſelves or Counſel, may be 
Learn'd enough. Nay, though every Kinz be not a 


Preacher by Writing, or Speaking; yet he is a Supreme 
Authoritative Preacher.in his kind, - fince he by eftabliſh- 
10g one Faith, and its Practice, before anorher, both 
Teaches, and perſwades to Prattiſe it: and in this wa 

he hath none above him. .'And fince all (properly calf) 


Preach 
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Preachers here; have Leave or Junſdidon from Chriſt, 
and from our Law,, JEm—_Y gives them the Later: 
Much more, the Juriſdiftion they have to make Term- 
poral Laws, /to judge. thole that do againit them, and 
execute their Sentence. And in this we have ſeen, how 
the King, as a Chriſtiaz, may be Judge and Teacher of 
Faith ; and that Authorized by the Law of the Land: 
How, as.a King, he may, and ought to be Supreme Ct- 
vil Judge of what Faith ought to be eſtabliſh't by Law, 
and the Supreme of thoſe that Preach ( or cauſe People 
tg Believe and Practice) by eſtabliſhing Faith, its Preach- 
ers ſent by Chriſt, and their Directive Laws by Law ; 
and by giving them the Juriſdiction they may have from 
Law, to do what Chriſt bid them ; laſtly, .how he ts 
the a5, wag Giver of Power, to make Civil Laws, tv 
Judge by them, and Execute them. - | 

21. Thirdly, There is' in Truth, more Aſſumed in the 
Objection, than there is warrant for in the Att mentio- 
ned.. It does not ayponr there, that. the King is tm- 
power'd to judge of the Repugnance of Canons to the 
Law of God: On the contrary, it ſeems meant, that 
that Matter ihould be left to thee Clergy: For, why 
elſe ſhould Sixteen of them be put into Commiſſion ? 
Neither are the Words, on which the ObjeCtion is groun- 
ded, viz. That ſuch Canons {hall be retained, as ſhall be 
approved to ſtand mith the Lavs of Cod, &c. the Words 
of the Parliament, but of the Clergy themſelves; who 
cannot be thought to mean by them, that the Laity 
ſhould be Judges of the Law of God. They are only 
recited by the Parliament ; *which, when it comes to do 
its own part, uſes other Expreffions. There are other 
Reaſons, why the King ſhould interpoſe: The Reaſon of 
the Act is anad £9 be, becaule Divers Conftitutions, Bee. 
be thought, nt omy to be much Prejudicial ts the King's Pre- 
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t, roratinee Royal, and Repurnant to the Liws and Stitutes of" 
— ch por pk alfo a onerends to his Highweſ - 
em he” Sabjetts. Of thoſe things who can Judge © well as 
nd the King, with the Afﬀſtance of fome of rhe Laity, bet: 
JW verſed in the Laws of the Land? Apzsn, the King was 
of 'to add his Authority to thoſe Canons, to make'them- 
d: Binding; and therefore, muſt needs know, what he 
O7- ſhould Authorrze, and ſee why he ſhould do it. And this 
w, i5 all the Power in him, which can be Collefted from 
fe this Statute. As for Appea's, the A& indeed orders 
he they ſhould, for lack of Juftice 1n other Courts, be made” 
V ; in Chancery ; but not determined there, but by -Com- 
"Mm miſſion to be granted by the King, that all Difterences- 
IS of his SubjeQs be finally determin'd' by his Aurhorigy. 
to But tis not ſaid, nor i to be ſuppoſed, that thoſe Com- 
miſhons ſhall be granted to the Laity, where the Caſe 
he concerns the Law of God. For, Appeals are ordered by 
10- this A&t, to be as was direted by a former A& of the- 
m- ſame Parliament, 4». 24 F.8. By which A; where 
he any Cauſe of the Law - Divine, or Spiritual Learning 
at hapned to come in queſtion, the Body - Spiritual of the 
hy Realm is declared to be Qualifyed, and to have Power j 
n? to determin it ; and therefore, to thern it muſt needs be 
N- meant to be left. | 


be To return to our Matter again, Since thoſe Parliaments 
ds evidently knew, their King was neither Biſhop nor 
10 Prieſt ; which even in their Thoughts was-rhe ſame, as 
ty not to have Power to ACt in Spiritual Things, by our 
ly Saviour's immediate or mediate SapernaturalMifſion ; or, 


do which is- the fame- thing, ' by the Power of the Keys: 

er They evidently ſaw, he neither had, nor cquld have, a= 
oy Paſtoral Power, purely Spiritual; much lefs,. the Su- 

46k preme Power of that kind, what-ever the Supremacy 

ye. of that kind' conſiſts'in.. Henee, they could — 
| te 
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--tead to-pive him, - what they ſaw he could not havergi- 
ven.to him; nor ſignify any ſuch Gift, or Senſe, -by 
their'Words-4n-the Act or Oath 3': But only a Gift of the 
above - explicated: Power, ariſing from Nature- and Rea- 
ſon. A Legal Power to exercile which, as a Governor, 
they knew he might have from:them; and to fay, that - 
they intended to flatter him, with the Acknowledgment 
of a Power in him, which they knew was not in him, 
is-2 Fault, that they cannot be prov'd Guilty of, (eſpe- 
cially; when we remember their Proviſo.): And 1v accor- 
ding to the Axiom, - Every one i 1 be preſumed Good, 
till he be prov'd to be Bad; they ought: ro be acquit- 
ted. | (fr | 
23. Wherefore upon the whole, ut is many. wayes e- 
vident, that the Words in the Attirmative Part of the 
Oath, cannot mean any thing but Supremacy of the 
Sword ; which, whether in Temporal or Spiritual Things, , 
carinot be exercis'd but by Authority deriv'd from the 
King. And this Supremacy 15 ſo evidently His,-that He! 
needed not this Act for,it: He has it from God and 
Nature ;| and, as it is inſeparable from the Crown, al- 
wayes had it, even when Ecclefialtical Authority was at 
the Higheſt. For, though the Biſhops clain'd an Intepen- 
dent Power of their own; yet, as Things do not ceaſe to 
be, by not being acknowledged, They truly atted under 
him, and'in vertue of his, Allowance, and ſubject to his 
Controll, Whenever he'pleaſed to interpoſe, as the Sta- 
utes of Mortmain, Proviſions, Premunire, and the reſt 
made in Catholick Times, ſhew he often' did, His Plea- 
ſire and Laws -carry'd it, notwithſtanding their Pre- 
ences. ; 
1 24. That they did mean only thus, is, beyond all 
doubt, apparent by, all manner of wayes, , by which any 
thing. can appear. And though what hath been already 
ba23 ſaid 
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"Fe faid out of the Oath it ſelf, -and all the Ads; which are 
y any way: ordered to Eſtabliſh the Duties 'to -be acknow- 
4 tedg'd by' it, ſeem to force a me that only. Royal 


as Power is required ta be own'd by the ive Clauſe. 
r, I cannot leave this Part, till I put the Reader in mind, 
a; leſt he ſhould ſuſpeR theſe Reaſons Fallacious, as ſeeming 
ey good Ones'only- to. my ſelf, how both Learned Prote- 
n, ftants,and the Proteſtart-Church, underſtand this to be the 
" Senſe of it 1 alledge then, that all Proteftavt Authors, 
oy not one I think excepted, agree, That 'tis not the-Pow- 
1d, er of the Keys, but of the Sword, which is in the King: 
%s I could name ſeveral, but chuſe to mention only Door 


Bramhal, late Arch-Biſhop of Armagh ; becauſe no Body 
ſpeaks, or 1 think can ſpeak plainer: And what he 
he ſayes, I take to be the Senſe of the Church of England; 
"Ml his Works being very lately Reprinted in one Volume, De- 
dicated by the Biſhop of Zixric to the Arch-Biſhop of 


"* Dublin. In his Schiſm Garded, p. 311, 312. ſpeaking of 

He this AQ, he fayes thus: 1» 4 word, there is no Power af 

ow 1 cribed to our «King, but neerly Political and Coattive, to ſee 

rl that all their Subjetts do their Duties in their ſeveral Places, 

a Coattive Power 1s one of the Keys, of the Kingdom of this 

= world; it is none of the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

pot This might have been expreit in words fs. ſubjeft to' Excep- 

ler tion; but the Cafe is clear. 911133 2141 

his .25. Next, The 37. Article of the Church of Zug/and : 

yy where we attribute to the King's Majeſty, the Chief Govern- | 
eſt ment.— we give not to our Prince the Miniſtring either of [ 
>='s God's word, or the Sacraments, but that only Prerogative, } 
wal which me ſee to have been given to all Godly Princes in Holy | 


Scriptures by God himſelf : That is, ' That they ſhould Rule t 

all all Eſtates and Degrees committed to their Charge by God, { 

_ whether they be Eccleſiaſtical or Temporal; and reſtrain with 
4 the Civil Sword the ſtubborn and evil Doers, 


aid D 26, I | 
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26. I could —_ pr 1 pry and pub- 
ekly. ved Authiors, 'whib'are-very fulb in-expreſſing: 
he nf Bol: the Oarh'; - a Do@or"Riien; Biſhop/of 
wvinhiciter /\mmi Qtiden'! ENgabth, dayes,. Door: Caritoxs 
Biſhop of Chirhs/ter\, nv King: Famer's Time, (both: cited 
at.large by.. Ms: Creſſy in his 'Refleftioms upon the Ourhs, 
Sett:'6.)-and.others: Bub I coriceive,' enougty is faid to 
the clearing the Affirmative Clue of the Oath ; and per- 
haps; they may be- more: proper Hhere-after to exp'/ain the 
Negative Part of it, to which we now addrets. 
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© Section. Mn 
 » Of the Negative Clanſe of the _ 
OATH. 

7 He Negative Clauſe runs. thus: Fhut 0 *Forretewx: 
-'$:. Zxime; Perſon. Profate,” State," or Potentate;; hatir or 
7. ought to have. arny.. Furifdiction,. Power,” . Super tority,. 
Preveminente or Authovity*'Evclefiaſtieal or Spirittal;. withure 
this' Realm, Now, though there'-want not ſome, who 
think; that taking the: Words of the- Oath in a Laws 
Senſe,- and allowing Common Reafon'to ſcar thewhole;, 
&-not Fancy to catch ſuddainly ar fingle Words, theOarty 
even as-if lyes,* may, lawfully be-taken by thoſe; who'ave' 
able ro penetrate throughly- into-1t:- - Yet —— 
& «OL WROM. 
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{ whom chiefly 1.mbiſt endeavour to fatisfy) are more 
apt to judge, that'if thoſe Words be taken in the full 
Latitude -of what they ſeem firft to found, they cannot 
be ſworn by any Catholick, And they have Reaſon. For 
it-is pain, that no Human 'Avthority can take awdy 
what'is given by Chriſt. It1s plain 4n Scripture, that 
Chriſt did give to his Apoſtles, and in them their Suc- 
ceflors, ' Power to Teach and Feed, to Bind and Loſe, cc. 
and this over all the World .' The Exerciſe of this Pow- 
er may be, and tis reſtrained by Human Conſtitutions: 
becaule, it being to Edification, not DeſtruRion, *tis'a- 
gainſt its Nature, to be-us'd where "twould do harm; as, 
if every Paſtor fhould- promiſcuoutly Feed every Flock, 
there would happen ſo much Contuſion and Diſorder, 
that a good part of the Sheep would be (not Fed, but) 
Stary'd. 'Tis this, which truly bmds up the Power: 
Human Laws ſhew, and that Authoritatively 'and Ob: 
ligingly, where the Harm '1s; but have their obliging 
Vertue from'that Harm. Should They, unger yPretence 
of DeſtruQtion, forbid what Trurhs were to Edification, 
They would 1ndeed expole the Contraveners to Penalties, 
but induce no Obligation to Obedience , upon the Con- 
ſcience. So we fee the Apoſtles, the great Maſters of 
Submiſſton and Obechence to, Authority, when they were 
commanded to forbear Preaching the DoQrine of Chriſt, 
declared plainly, it was rheir Duty in that caſe, to pre? 
f:r God before Man. But, where Edification requires-ths 
Power ſhould be exercigd, 'no Power of Man can hindet 
the Ordinance of God ; nor fheſter thoſe, who do' not 
Evangelize from the us, with which they are threat- 
ned. As | Biſhop, and any Prieft might perform the 
FunCtions of a Biſhop and-Prieft, in any Part of the 
World, betore Canons were made to limit them to Pla- 
ces and Perſons, ſo They may ſtill, where Neceſſity, 
| D 2 or 
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or what-ever- Circumſtance takes off. the Reſtraint, and 
leaves the Power to its own Original Liberty. No, 
the VVords of the Oath ſaying, That no Forreign Prelate 
has any Spiritual Power in Ez2/xd, do, in. the utmoſt La- 
titude of their Sound, deny, that the: properly Spiritual 
Power, given. and commanded-to be us'd. by Chriſt in 
all the VVorld, can, even on any occaſion, be exercis'd 
by any Forreign Prelate in Exg/and. And this. being 
contrary to.the Appointment and Grant of Chrift, can- 
not I think, be. {worn by any, who believes in Chriſt ; 
For a Forreign Prelate, being a Prelate, cannot be with- 
out the Power. of a Prelate; nor that Power excluded 
from any Part of the VVorld, where Edification requires 
It, 

» 4 oſely abſtain. from ſpeaking pasticularly. of 
the £1 the Oath ſpeaks not canicularly of 
him ; though it comprehends him under the General 
Term .Prelate; And. becauſe I conceive. his Power con: 
cerns us not. at preſent, ſince the Caſe. would be the 
fame, though there. were no ſuch thing as a Pope in the 
World. For, our Queſtion.is not, What Power forreign 
Prelates have? but, What they have not? If the Oath 
be mcant, of the Power I Chriſt, it is oppoſite 
to the Pawer: given by him to all Prelates, and fo not 
Takeable for their ſakes : If it be not meant. of that Pow- 
er, it.is not oppolite to what. was given by Chriſt. to a, 
ny; and ſo not Refufable for the Pope's fake; Our-Bu- 
fineſs, at preſent, is to inquire, Whar Power the Oath 
means, not what Chriſt gave. If we find the Oath 
leaves it untouch't, *tis beſt for us to leave it ſo too : For 
todo otherwiſe, is to ſtray into a different and unconcern- 
ing Queſtion, and-amule our {clves unprofitably, with 
what 15 not ſpoken of. 


3. That 
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3;- Fhat the Oath does not {/ eak of that Power at all, 
there are many; Reaſons to. perſwade me. They who 
fram'd the Oath, were Chriſtians ; and knew, and ac- 
knowledged-the uncontroulable Power of Chriſt: 1 can- 
not/ imagin, they either would (go about” to take away 
any thing which he gave, or think they could, though 
they would.'; They knew, that notwithſtanding the 
Confinement of Paſtors to their own Flocks, as firmly e- 
ſtabliſht as Human Laws, both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, 
can eſtabliſh any thing, nothing is more apparent in Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory, than that Prelates thought themſelves 
at liberty to exerciſe the Power of Prelates upon occa- 
lion any where: As Lucifer, Biſhop of Calaris in Sar- 
ainia, made them a Bilhop at Aztioch; St. Gregory of 
Nazianzen, took care of Conſtantinople; and a hundred 
ſuch Examples there are. Emn2/ar, to its great Advan- 
tage, has had Experience of the ſame ; as when Germa- 
3 ;and Zupi came hither out of France, and preſerved 
us from Ariazifm. At this day, if a Biſhop of the Church 
of Englina happen to go beyond Sea, as I think ſome 
did, when His Majeſty was there himſelt; though they 
carry not with them that External Power, which they 
have in their own Dioceſes, I fuppoſe, they do not think 
themſelves bard from Preaching, or Ordaining, or Exer- 
ciling any Epiſcopal FunCtion, where they think it ne- 
ceſlaty; or expedient, becauſe they are in the Diocels of 
another Man. And fo, though the Prieſts, which are 
Ordained in the Church of Rome, are liable in their Per- 
ſons to the Penalty of the Laws in En2/ard, no Budy 
thinks their Acts invalid. None will Re-baptize one, 
whom they have Baptized; or think they live in Adul- 
tery, who, purſuant to the Doftrine of that Church, re 
ceive the. Sacrament of Marriage from them. Every For- 
reign Perſon is as inuch excluded by the Oath, a3 For- 
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'Teign-Prelates. - Had.iZuther. or Ca/vin come hither, would 
They: haye been bard from Preaching or/ Baptizing by it? 
Have we.got ſeen Peter Martyr, and divers others, (free- 
ly Preaching; and Adminiftring rhe Sacraments in-this 
Realm? The Arch-Biſhop- ot  Spa/ato'' ordained here, 
whoſe Ordinations-- if the - Oath rendred invalid, - there 
would: be much Contuſton in: the Church-of - Englond : 
. For thoſe who were ordained by him, in likelyhood or- 
- dained others. Theſe indeed ated with Licence from 
Authority here: - But Power 1s one thing,''Licence to'ex- 
eErciſe ;it another. : -Licence ſuppoſes,” but:does-not give 
Powep: For;:they could not iby any Licence be enabled 
to exerciſe what they had not. -How can it be, that 
"Power-of this kind ſhould be thought ſpoken of, and 
meant to ' be excluded out of England. by the Oath, 
which *tis known, and by the Practice of all ſides con- 
tels'd, cannot be excluded any where?” ' | 
4. But let us- conſider the Words themſelves :* Every 
one of ; the Words, Power, Furiſdithon, Superiority, ' Pre- 
heminence, Authority, Priviledoe, doth in its primary, pro- 
per, and moſt commion Accepration,- ſignify fomething 
Human or Civil: 1T' mean, 1o as Power, - for example, 
in its primary, proper, and moſt common Acceptation, 
ſionifies as much as theſe: two. Words, Human Power, or 
Crvil: Power; Aﬀeer the manner, that this Word Mas tig- 
nites .as much. as theſe two, ' Living - Man, and the 
word Epot, as much as Foot of a Living Creature, In a 
Secondary,-lels proper and lefſs' common Senſe, every -one 
of them ſignihes the Power our Saviour gave his Apo- 
ſtles, and their Suecefſors, to.preach his Doftrine, per- 
{wade People to practiſe it, and help them to practiſe 
thoſe Parts of it, (to wit, the Sacraments) which they 
cannot practiſe without their Help; ſome thing after 


the manner as the Word az does ſometimes denote a 
Prdature 
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' pitture te Bhinke; the VV ord Poor, x Table<Foor On Moni: 
| ralwiFoot,s AbFthe Reafotrof it is, beeauſe thoſe Words 


kad'the former Seal: befors Chiiftianity- and the Pow- 
er belonging to its Preaching and PraQibe- tne tntg 
Me World: a fo riult needs be 'uſed in this Caſe,” in 
4 Secondary Senſe; And this, though thoſe VVords were 
us: hofore, - oncerrling: 'ortier Religions then on: foot, 
rope ape ties {//be borrowed, and apply'd*toy 
Chriſtianity, *beeaule, even at ther? firſt Application to 
Relibiory they were: Borrow'd from Partifics, Cities, 6r 
Kirigdoms; tlizt were before Religion was ſettled. Next, 
in the forme?” Senſe it'is apply'd'to Fathers, 'in- refpeft 
of their Children ;--to Houle-holders,; if reſpe&X of their 
Families; to all-ſorts-of Gbvernours of Parifhes;- Fowns, 
Cities; 'Arritids and Kingdoms; arid al Officets under 
them; "in reſpe&-of thoſe/they are over; -allo, to rhe 
Teachers of 41 Trades 4fid'Arts: But in the litsr Senſe, 
to one only- Order'of Men, or-Teachers of one only Do- 
Arine © '-arid' {6, more; - commonly or ofrder”' apply*d. to 
thin, than-to theſe.” Herlbe,- this is allo rhe thoſt pro- 
per Sette, becaule this is/ the lame as the firſt Senſe ;* eſpe- 
cially if the firſt be moſt- commonly: us'd. 

5:- Apain, VVere theſe. VVords-1n' a- Treatiſe of 2447- 
64 Paciphnes every One would" be as -mucly a5 Two : 
For example, Tirifaicttors would- be- as much as Military 
Furifaretron, and Nv Turtſdittion #s mhuch as No Military- 
Prrſdiftitnr; "ahd "No Jwriſaittiow th a Book coricerning 
Confeſſion; would without any more ado, be the fame 
iS No- Fari{aiftion to abſobve from Sins: And for the ſame 
Rexſon, theſe VVords in @ Treatiſs of Civil Matter (as 

xs are) ought to be-underſtood, fo that No Furifditt- 
fe as muchas No Civil Furiſdiftion, 'Inſormach, that 
a& it would be ridiculous to: think, that Fwuriſtidtion, in'a 
Military or Contfeffion-Book; means notMiliiry or Sacramen- 


tal 
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tal Furiſdiction ;, 1a it wauld be abſurd. to think, that this. 
VVord [Juri/dig4on] in a Law-Book, means any thing. 
but Ciyy,; | except there be ſomething, to determin it 
to another Senſe. |: - 23 Dine ; 

6. Out of this may be ſeen,, that every one of theſe 
VVards, Power, Juriſdittion,, &c. in the Negative Part 
of the Oath ( which. is contain'd in a,.Law-Buok,. and is 
Part of- a Law) ought rather to be taken; in-the former 
Senſe, then later; | So that No Juri/d1&#i0n be the fame 
as theſe three VVords, No Civil Furiſdittion ; in which 
Senſe it is evident, that the Pope's, or other Forreign 
Prelates, not-purely Paſtoral,- or purely Spiritual, Mini- 
ſerial, and Supernatural Power of the Keys, which only 
regards the Inner-Court of Conſcience; but that Eccleſja- 
{tical (otherwiſe in its own Nature, truly [Temporal and 
Political) Authority in the External, Court, .which the 
Pope either had or uſurped, or preſcribed or challenged 
here in Enzlard, is excluded. 1 fay, in cale there be no- 
thing in the Oath, or its Afts, to determin them to a- 
nother Senſe : - For, if there. be-gothing to determin them 
to this later Senſe, then (as 1 ſaid) they muſt have the 
former; as the VVords, No Ma at all i at Home, ſig- 
nifie no more, than No Living Man at all is at Home ; 
except they are by ſome VVord or Circumſtance deter- 
min'd to ſignifie No Carv'd or Painted Man. 

7. That then there 1s nothing to .determin them, . is 
the only thing to be prov'd: And firſt, that the YVords 
Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical, do not. determin them, we have 
already ſeen; becauſe theſe VVords in Law-Language 
and Law-Books, where they at preſent were found, ſig- 
nify what is External, Political, and Civ4/: and ſo theſe 
Words determin them rather to their Law-Senſe, . than 
draw them fromit : Eſpecially ſince this Negative will not 
bear a Coherent - Senſe with the Affirmative; except Ns 

Spiritu- 
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For ta 1a the: 1 e, that the \ 
(or:Rbyal Juriſdition, }in.all 


16 


Cauſes, is ithenery dame) and in the Negatiyey; that 
no Body elſe hathdihy Ro Ron fs CoherentSetſe 


But to- ſay; that ſhe-hath all Royal Power of the Sword, 
and no Body elfer/hath any purely Spiritual and Super- 
natural:Power of. theKeys:or Sword ; or that {he is Queen, 
and no Body::elſe is}. a!-Preacher, is very Incoherent and 
Ridicutpus: And 'yet-this-muſt be the Senſe, . in.cafſe-the 
Wotds Ne Spiritual Juriſdittion, be the ſame as. No Sa- 
cerdotal, or the fame as both, No Roya/, and No Paſtoral, 
as ſome do fancy. . | | 

8. And.as the, Words Spiritual, aud Eccleſiaſtical, and 


the' Coherency! of Senſe (which we muſt admit, except * 


we' be ſuch wiſe Coinmentatoers, as to make- our! Text 
peak Nom-ſenſe) do determina the word Power, . &c. to 
ignify Royal Power ; fo. doth the whole Deſign aim'd at, 
as to be brought about by the- holding of the Afﬀirma- 
tive and Negative: Senſe. of the Oath: For this, ( as a 
pears in the: later part-of the: Oath ) is Faith, and Alle- 
g#ance to our Princez and the Detence of the Turiſauftions 
of the Crown; -Whith--cahnot at-all be profels'd or af: 
{ur'd by theſe words,' No Power, FJariſdittion, &c. as, |ta- 
ken to mean.any thing elſe, but No Human Power. Fox; 
if one :;ſhoyld deny, by. themy'.xhat our Saviopr gave thg 
Pope, oy-.ather. Forreiga Prelate, . any Power to preach 
his Do@rine.in:En2/4rdy how: idoth this, Denial . conduce 
to: my' Allegiance ?-;, Except: one :ſhou'd- impiouſly lays 
that the Power our Saviour gaye:to preach his Doctrine, 
was! repugnant to: Allegiance, and to the Juriſdictions, of 
any Crown: :And:henet ito, ſay, the Makers of the Qaph 
intended,\ that Peopl-byichol, Wards, ſhould deny that 
Powers is tailſay, they: intended Repletahould CA 
13h UNgz 
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ing, in der. to brug about thtinAlfegiante) which 
they ſaw had none. 'Bbr;' beg lbtiftiaris7tlck could 
not think any: Power our Savioby gave tho Apdibles, and 
their Succeffors, - (which. only: is bf/Baith,' and which 

y we contend they never intended. to. exclude)! was 
contrary to Altegiance ;- or, if they thought bs gue a- 
ny ſuchs/ and yer deny'd'ir, they»lefs off being Chriſti- 
ans. * What - thets they appreherided<an-tum,-was'ſome 
Power-not givers by Chriſt, but ufurp'd From our Crown, 
hurtfal to it, (as they expresſly ſay; ) aad'this, agd on- 
ly this they could deny him, in order to fecure Allegj- 
ance, which was. their Deſign. 9's 0D 

9. :Next, that the word Prelare.. ( which" is. the onl 
' remaining Word that hath-any ſhew. of Difficulty) Joth 
not determin them, appears from this, that the Prelate 
there mtended, (as. all fuppoſe) is one. by whom Tem- 
poral Power, as well as Power to Preach, was in ma- 
ny particulars here uſurped; and,-as'to the reſt, or. alt 
other Branches of it, challenged; ''and that-not only on 
the pretext of Divize, but even of Human Right, vis. of 
the famed Donation or Submiſſion of King Fohs.,' And 
{o; the word Prelate is. ſometimes, by its being-apply'd 
to him, derermin'd to Temporal, and fometimes to Preach- 
ing Power. And ſince he is in our Law, ' and in this 
Oath, look'd'upon as oppoſite to Allegiance, and the Ju- 
niſdiQtions of our Crown,” and (6 rather as a Prince, than 4 
Preacher ; he here determins it to a Temporal Senſe, '& 
ven as it is' apply'd to him + For; 'as ir is-apply'd to' all 
the reft, as Prince, Perfon, State, or Potentate, it is evi- 
dently made to ſauppole for Human Power; and theſe 
Words being more, # ought, if it have but one Senſ@, ras 


ther to have their Senſe, than the'Senſe of Pre/ate. - 'But 
fortie guels, allthoſe other Words ate; according to —_ 
t | un- 


C88) » 
dugdance.ef- que Law-Langyages put to-ligniy only: on2 
thang ; +49 Iits the: Fopez who only,” (as far a Foan 
leara) ha&dtyy (Rowe: (in Exglard to be turn'd iout,” as 
he is lodk'd upon iii our Law; as Prince, Perſon, State, 
or Potent8te. t 

19. - The words of the Oath then, do not determinthe 
Ags, who reads them, will find, that there'is not 6 
much-'as one ward of him, as a Preacher, Perfwader, of 
Adnaniſterer of Sarramewts : And conſequently, not 10 
much as one word to determi theſe Words to fuch a 
Senſe. But.on the contrary, all the Diſcourſe of him 
is 95 of 2 Getter of Power by Sufferance of- Princes, and 
Content of People, and 1on from:the Crown, in 
detriment of-it : As of a Uſer of this Power, in making 
human, Eccleſiaftical Laws; as Judging. by thoſe Laws, in 
Caſes of Marriage, Divorces, wills, Tythes, Oblations, Ob- 
ventions ; and as D ſpeaſing in theſe aud the like Laws : 
la Gettivg great and Intolerable, Sums:of Money for theſe 
Difpenſations: In Givizg of Renefices, Receiving Annats, 

Firſt-Fruits: . Givi: Leave to Biſhops, and others, to 
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do their Duties; which needed nor, -exceprt in cafe of 


Human Law, they having from-Chrift this Power: and 
in Doing ſuch like. Things as theſe. And fince the Aftor 
of theſe Things, is a: Temporal AQtor, or ati Aﬀtor by a 
Temporal Power, he. being conſtantly confider'd, and 
ſpoke of in theſe Laws, as an AQtor of thele Things, muſt 
conſtantly determin the VVords'of the ſame Laws, Pow- 
er, Juriſdiction, &c.-to wmnport: Temporal Power ; and con- 
ſequently in this Oath, which is made to deny al, and 
only that which theſe Alts deny'd him. : | 
L1. In truth, 'the words: Power, durhority, and the reſt, 
have not the 'fame Notion, ' when apply'd to Church- 
Men, as when they are wy to Secular Superiors. 
2 
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Power: in this.caſe, ſignifies: Power to Conftrain- (in the 
other, to Perſwade. A Biſhop invites*a Man to obey him ; 
that.is, to Believe, and Liye- as he from'Chrift inſtruQs 
him, by the Hopes and Aſſurances of the greateſt Goods ; 
and frights him from diſobeying, by the Fears of the 

eateſt Miſchiefs; which he will certainly bring-upon 
Pimſelf, who. will not be: direfted: by him. '\If any re- 
main Obſtinate, he with-draws from him rhofe Helps 
to Salvation, which Chriſt has left in the Church, and 
which his | Perverſneſs now renders uſeleſs to him; 
that by conſidering the Danger of his Caſe, beſides the 
Shame, and what elſe attends Excommunication, he may 
be Reclaimed, and Sprritns ſalvus fit in die Domini, Far- 
ther thaq this, -a Church-Man cannot-'go, by the Nature 
of 'his Power, abſtraQting from ſupervening Laws. He 
cannot take away Meat from the Glutton, nor VVine 
from the Drunkard, nor 'lay out the Covetous Man's 
Money in Alms; nor by Viglence, force any Sinner--to 
Virtue.  But' the Prince, .if -any Man diſobeys his Com- 
mands, lays hold of him, and by Force conſtrains him 
to obey. . Now, let us. confider, which'of. theſe two 
"Notions is, in Common Language, generally underſtood 
by the VVords in queſtion: We do not fay, a Friend, a 
Lawyer, a Phyſician, &c. haye.. Power or Authority ; 
:though/by not following their DireCtions;''we miſcarry 
zn-our Afﬀyirs,, or' loſs our Eſtates, or Health.” Put 4 Ma- 
-giftrate, a'Father, '-or Maſter, we ſay, have Power over 
their SubjeQts, Children. and Servants; '. becauſe - they 
can force them to do What they; command. : - Plainly 
itherefore, Power in Common Language,: means Compul- 
ſrove Power : VVhich;! 4f It. be ©, who underſtands\ the 
words Power, Authority, and the reft in/the Qath,- of pure- 
.ly Paftoral, or purely Spiritual, 'op ipropetly Chaurth-Powey 
.of the Keys, underſtands them: otherwiſe, than as they 
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properly, and uſually, and alwayes ſignify, unleſs they 
be determin'd to that leſs proper Signification otherwiſe ; 
which here: we have ſeen: they are not. 

12.. Another evident Argument may be'form'd tlius: 
In the Act (1E/z. c. 1.) it is expresſly faid, that this 
Oath 1s made for the Obſervation of that 4#. Hetice 
there 15 no more deny'd the Pope by this Oath, - than by 
that Act: VVhat is otherways deny'd by the 'Queen; '&r 
her Divines 1n their Religion; or in Controverſie- Books, 


| * being not a Denyal to be acknowled2'd by Oath ; "elf 


it would be to deny all other Things of Faith, in which 
we differ as well as this, which no Body dreams of. 
/Now, only Temporal Power is deny'd by 'the 4#; there- 
fore, none but Temporal is deny'd: by the Oath: Only 

the Second Propoſitran wants Proof. re $45 
13. For its firſt Proof, it is ſufficient to read over 
this AQt, and all AQts revived by it, and conſider” the 
Pope's Power there ſpoken of; and whether all of it, 
there ſpoken of, be Temporal: For, if all ſpoken of be 
Temporal, all deny'd him muft needs be ſo. The firſt 
of the Revived Statutes,. which taketh any thing from 
the Pope, 15 inthe 24 K. ZH. 8. c. 12.: Its Preamble ſpeaks 
only of ſuch a Power of the Pope,: as was by reafon of 
its Oppoſition to the Prerogatives of the Crown, by Ca- 
tholick Kings taken from him, and: reſtor'd to the Crown. 
And of ſuch a one as he exercis'd, with great Damage to 
the 'Nation,. in Cauſes of Appeals in ſeveral Caſes ; and 
for Remedy of this Damage,. it is enacted, -That he ſhall 
have this Power, of being a Judge in thoſe Caufes, no 
longer. _ And if it be faid, that in this Preamble he is 
ſpoke.of;1at leaſt once, as a Preacher, when it is ſaid, 
that the Clergy | of this Realm were alwayes-able''to 
Judge of God's Law, without hiin : I anſwer, This invali- 
dates not- the Argument ; for it is Founded in-this, _ 
where 
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where 4ay: Dower - is deny'd him, | af thets'fpoken of! is 
Temporal : 'V Vhence isinfer'd, that all denyld/ him is Ter 
poral. Now, it is vot there. {faid, rhe Rope cannot, Gr 
.tbatl got Judge what is God's Law, when a Queſtion 
' may riſe jn Erglavd about ſome Point; as a Preacher, or 
one $killful in God's Law: But that the Clergy is able 
to do it without him. And thence he ſeems to infer, 
that *tis needlels to appeal out of this Realm, to know 
of htm, what is the Law of God; if there ſhould chance 
to be any doubt, in caſe of Matrimony or Divorce, for 
Example : And, it being a needlels thing to appeal to 
him even as a Preacher, and inconvenient to appeal to 
him as a Judge, commands this not to be done. And 
thus no. Power was deny'd him, where he was ſpoke 
of as a Preacher; but only; where he is ſpoken of as @ 
Judge- in thole Cauſes, as far. as they depend on Human 
Laws. 
Next, the Statute 25 K. H. 8. cap. 20. ſpeaks of no 
| Power taken away, but the Power of exacting Annats, 
and Firſt-Fruits, and of EleQing of Biſhops ; which, ha- 
ving accrew'd to him by time, could not be Divine or 
Supernatural Power ;. that is, Power deriv'd to him, or 
confer'd upon him, Fare Diviro. ; 
15; The Statute (in the 25 K. H. 8. cap. 19.) excludes 
perchance lus, ' as well as our Clergie's Power, of con- 
tinuing old Canon - Laws, or making new Ones, with- 
out the'King's Approbation: And the Power of making 
tuch Laws, ' is 'grounded only on Human Reaſon, ſhew- 
ing the Things preſcribed to be convenient ; Of which 
Conveniency, our Clergy, and alſo Layity, as knowing it 
beſt by living here, ( where a thing may be Inconveni- 
ent, | that elſe-where 1s, Convenient) and not the Pope, 
ought to be Judge: VVhich is the Reaſon, why Laws 
even of General Councils, do not Oblige, except where 
they 
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they ure Receivd! Hence not fb muck a5 '@ Joſt -Hu- 
ACRNY S here taken from the Pope, © ©! 

[46, - But if it be here-upon'this Occaſion, akY,"VYhe | 
ther #he Clergy and Layity could in Reaſon, 'ahd- good 
Conſcience, renounese their Human Power, to continue 
all ſzch old Canons, which the King ſhould not approve 
of when as they -being- more in Number, and more 
likely- to be im the Right than he, might judge cither 
an Oid or New Canon convenient, which he might think” 
to be inconvenient? And, hence, whether the King' in 
Reaſon,- and good Confcience could then, and now (by 
this A&Ps being Revived, and giving this ſame Power to 
the King ) take, and keep the: Power of Repealing all' 
ſuch Canons,. as he ſhould pleaſe ? And conſequently; 
whether- we can-with .a good 'Confſcience, Swear '(48' 
we do in the later part of the Oath) to defend this his' 
Power, if Confcientiouſly: poſſeft by him? I anſwer; 
That, I believe, they did according to Reaſon and Con- 
ſcience, in rather choofing the little Harm that might 
be in the Repealing of ſome Old Canons, than the 

ear: One that might proceed not only from the King's 

ifpleafire, but either from the Continnance of many 
former bad Canons, or the Enafting of as bad New 
Ones; or upon ſuch other account, upon which a Man 
may now, after it is made Law, upon the ſame or a 
berter Motive, continue to- confent to the Continuation 
of what they did. Likewiſe, the King might as reaſbn- 
ably take upon him, that a Law may not be continued, 
which | he diflikes, as that a Bill, which both Houſes 
like, may not be a Law, except he likes it; or, as that 
2 Law which he likes, ſhall not be diſcontint'd, though 
both -Honſes, that are more, diſlike it: And this is' for 
Publick order ſake. | 


17. The 


(40) 

x7. '\The Statute (25 K-#.8,10-211), Tpeaks, of ng 
Power to be taken away, but Power of diſpenſing,;in_ 
tho King's Laws; to my aye Fu, 09d 
impovertſhing ; which. Power mult be; 
of the fame Nature, as the Laws diſpenſed with. .. © . - 
18. The laſt reviv'd Statute, that takes, anything a- 
way, is in the 28 K. H.$. cap.16. and it takes away, on- 
ly Power of giving Licences in abundance. of Human 
Caſes; and among, the reſt, the Power ,of putting Bi- 
ſhops into their Biſhopricks, and Prieſts into their Pa- 
riſhes; and of giving them leave to do their Divine Of- 
fices: - VVhich, though it may at firſt Sight, look like 
Paſtoral Power given him by Chriſt, yet it is not: For, 
where-ever an Apoſtle dyed, the People and Clergy 'of 
the-Place had Power to-chooſe themſelves a Biſhop; and 
put him into his Biſhoprigk,: without.the Pope's Confent. 
And this Power they Exercis'd for many hundred Years, 
all over Chriſtendom, according to the Antient: Canons 
and. Cuſtoms; till partly, under pretence of Reſpe& to 
St. Peter's Succeſlor, (but whether truly ;or only. tor that 
Reaſon, is another Queſtion) it was by ſeveral Concor- 
dates. between ſome Emperors, Kings, and Princes, and 
States of Enrope, of one ſide, and Popes on the other, agreed, 
There ſhould be no Biſhops allowed in their Territories, 
but whom the. Pgpe, or Biſhop of Rome, ſhould approve 
of: Hence the Power which the Pope had, that a Bi- 
ſhop could not, or ſhould not, be put in, without his 
Conſent, he, got by Human Agreement; and only this 
Power was taken here away. For, it is not ſaid here, 
that the Pope cannot, or ſhall not, perſiwade People: to 
chuſe themſelves a Biſhop, that he ſees want one; or 
perſwade'a Biſhop, who hath Authority from Chriſt to 
do it, to go and preach to People that want him, (which 
may belong to the Care our Saviour gave him over 
| the 
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the Church.) but that they having a mind to bave. Bi- 
ſbops, will have them of their own chooling, and put- 
ting in'; and not of the Pope's, as was of former Times 
practis'd. And that this is their Senſe, 1s evident out 
of the Hiſtory 'of what the Pope did before that . time, 
and of what they themſelves did, and hinder'd him to 
do afterwards : Or, it may be faid, in ſhort, that as 
they ſaw it not neceſſary by God's Law, that the Pope 
ſhould chooſe and give them a Biſhop, who were rea- 
dy to do it themſelves, ſo they thought it not convenient, 
he ſhould ; and thence made a Law, that he ſhould nor, 
The Law not ſaying, that he could not, nor ſhould not, 
ſend them a Biihop in: caſe of neceſſity, (in which caſe 
he hath Power from our Saviour, to provide for the 
Flock; and fo have other Bihops too, in ſuch caſe, be- 
ſides him ) but only, that he ſhould not in this caſe of 
no-Neceſſity: Which is to take from” him, -not the 
Power, but the unneceſſary Uſe of that Power ; which 
laſt, was certainly not given by God. 

19. Likewiſe, Biſhops and Prieſts had from our Sa- 
viour, Power to preach, and that all the World over; 
as they ſhould think fit; without its being neceſlary 
to have this Power from St. Peter's Succeſſor : But after 
fome time, they thought fit to agree, that each one ſhould 
not do his Duty every where, nor at his ownDilcretion ; 
but only in the Place allotted to him, and at the Diſ- 
cretion chiefly of the Pope, at leait, within his Patri- 
archate. And the Poyyer, that was by this Agreement 
given the Pope, was here, by the Diſagreement of this 
Nation in Parliament, taken away: So that now they 
ſhould have their Places allotted by 7; and at the 
Diſcretion of zt, exerciſe the Power they had from 
Chriſt. | 
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20. _ thus fen, - thar when any Pawer'lof thie 
Pope Was in the Reviv'd Statutes 'turn'd out, none 'but 
Human was'{poken of: Let us now fee, of what kind Q., 
Elizabeth ſpeaks, in her AQts. | | 
- 21. IntheTitle ofher Firſt AQ, (1 E!i2.: cp. 1.) none 
is ſpoken of, - but Power Kepap nant to the' Autient Furiſ- 
aittion of the Crown. Now, one' Human Power is often 
Repugnant to anotherz and in our Caſe, the Pope's ha- 
ving Power to Judge ſome Cauſes here, withour having 
it, as from or under her, is Repugnant to her Imperial 
Power, of having all Judges in'the External- Court, pro- 
ceed under and trom her:: But. not the Miniſterial Pow- 
er our Saviour gave to preach his DoQtrine. and feed 
his Sheep ; a part whereof, is to render to Ceſar, what 
is Ce/ar's. In the Preamble, we hear only of Yſurp'd 
Power, taken from the _ by K. H. 8th. ' And who-can 
think, that it here calls the Power our Saviour gave to 
preach, Yſ/arp*4? But, leaſt one ſhould think, they meant 
not to call the Power which our Saviour gave, Ulſurp'd, 
but to call his pretence of being Chief Preacher, fo; let 
him conſider, how the Antient Furiſdition of the Crown 
reſtor'd is put both here and every where, as relative 
to it: So that, where-ever there 15 mention - made of 
Power taken from the Pope, there is al{v mention made 
of Power reſtor'd to the Crown: and where ever of 
Power reſtor'd to the Crown, alſo of Power taken from 
the Fope: Which gives one reaſon to think, that none 
was' taken away from Him, but what was given to 
the Crown; nor any thing given to the Crown; but 
what was taken from Him. And this is render'd- more 
evident, by Biſhop' Bramha/'s Words, Schiſm Garded, p. 
240. whatſoever Power our Laws did deveſt the Pope of, they 
inveſted the King with it. Now, this being fo, how is it 
poſſible, they ſhould apprehend the Pretence of bln 
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Chief Preacher or Paſtor, though falſe, fo uſirp'd, as to' 
belong of.- Antient Time to our Crown, and to be now” 
reſtor'd to it ? - © CL - LN IR 

22.) Next; by the Fruit, let him know the Tree: And, 
what is all the Good Fruit there-mention'd, as proceed- 
ing from what was taken away from the Pope, and re- 
ſtor'd to the Crown? Being kept in good Order, and freed 
from intolerable Charges: which are Temporal Fruits.. 
And, -what is all the bad Fruit there mention'd, as pro- 
ceeding from the Pope's having got all his Old Power a- 
gain, by Queen Mary's ACt of Repeal ? Bondage wnder 4x 
Uſurp'd - Forreign Power, to the intolerable Charges of the 
Subjefts. It this be all the Fruit that grew upon all the 
Stocks of Power he had formerly taken from him, could 
any of them be any other, than the Temporal Stock of 
Power, oppoſit to that by which the King kept them in 
good Order, or of Power to get Money ? And, laſtly, ſince 
this Preamble deſires nothing but Freedom fron theſe E- 
vis; who can imagin, that this A& ſpeaks of any c- 
ther Roots but theſe, to be pluck'd up? Eſpecially, ſince 
mn that Part of the AQ, in which this Power is taken a- 
way, it is till all calld Yſ/arpd, all call'd Spiritua! or 
Eccleſiaſtical :* Which Words, as being in' our Law, muſt 
determin the word Power, to import Temporal. 
23. Laſtly, - The Title of the AQ, 5 Q. F/iz. cap. 1, 
being 4» A? for the ' Aſſurance of the Queen's Majeſties 
Royal Power, over all States an4 Subjects within her Domi- 
nions; the word Power, as often as *tis us'd in the Aft, 
muſt be underſtood in a Senſe conducing to the Affurance 
of ' Royal" Power ; - except one ſhould think the Law-mias- 
kers to'be {o Imprudent, as to uſe it in a Senſe no ways 
conducing to'effe&t their Deſign: and what only Senſe 
conduces to that end, we have already ſeen. , Moreover, 
the Preamble declaring-no Deſign, bur: the Prefervatiore 
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of the Queen, and the Dignities of her Crown, and the 
ayoyding of Miſchiefs, that have befallen Her, her Crown, 
_- SubjeAs, by reaſon of the Ulſurp'd Power of : the: 
See of Kome, all the: VVords of the Att are to be: un- 
derſtood of no: other Power, than that which is the Rea-- 
ſon or Cauſe of thoſe Miſchiefs, and of that only ; which 
being taken away, the Ends aim'd at will be compaſs'd : 
and this for the {ame Reaſon alledg'd before. And now, 
being come to the end of our 'View of every Particular 
deny'd by the Afts: And being conſcious, . that every 
particular Power deny'd to the Pope, is Temporal : we 
may ſolidly conclude, that all deny'd him, is ſuch. 

24. For a Second Proof of the ſaid Second Propoſi- 
tion, let us refle&, how it is altogether unreaſonable to 
think, that theſe AQts take away any Power from the 
Pope, of which they expreſs no diſlike, nor make any 
Complaint, of its being in him; and how our Eyes 
teſtify, that they ſignify no diſlike of his Preaching 
Power : But only of his Power, which was a Diminu- 
tion of the King's Power, as being Part of it, and fo 
Repugnant to its being intirely in him; and of his Pow- 
er to exaQt Mony, for Diſpenſations, Licences, &c. which 
was chargeable to the Nation ; and which was far diffe- 
rent from that other, which Chriſt gave him. 

25. For a Third Reaſon, 'tis incredible they would 
have done a thing in theſe Acts, no wayes conducing to 
the Deſign they expreſs themſelves to have in them, 
(which only we ought to judge they had.) For they 
only ſpeak of reſtoring what was Uſurp'd from the 
Crown, and aboliſhing what was Repugnant to its be- 
ing Reſtor'd ; of freeing the SubjeAs from inconveni- 
ent Laws, Judicatures, and great Charges; of ſecurin 
the Queens Perſon, her Royal Authority over her Sub- 


jeQs, and their Allegiance to her. To the compaſſing 
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of. which End, -.the taking: away thei Pope's: Power ''to 
reach Chriſt's DoQrine, '(which enjoyns the giving the 
-rown-.its due,.; and.is no Power to-opprels People: by 
nconveniem Liws, on ExaCtionsidf -Money inthe'Caſts 
complain'd| of:; nor tq-prejudice-the. Queen,” or her:S0+ 
veraignty over her: Subje&ts, or their Allegiance ro her) 
15 no way conducing : , VVhen -as the taking the afore- 
ſaid Temporal Powers away,..is very much, as I have al- 
ready, proy'd. ., oh :Yvyob od Died 
©.26., For a Fourth. Reaſon, ,we may refleft, 'that this 
A&t, both by its Title and Preamble;: ſeems to intend; 
the Excluſion of only what K.#. 8.excluded, in'his here 
approv'd and reviv'd Afts; only with this Difference, 
that this ſeems to do, at once, - and-in-general 'VVords, 
what his did by Parts, and 1n- mote particular' Terms. 
And he, as we have ſeen by looking into all Particulars, 
exc'uded not the Pope, as Paſtor.' - Moreover, as ſhe did, 
what he did; ſo he did fully what Catholick Kings ſhew'd 
him Example to do. If one may-take his VVordin.the 
Preamble to the Statute, 24- King Herry the' 8h. ca: 1:2. 
and the expreſs VVords of his Proviſo, ' Ar. 25: cap. 21. 
after which he did nothing of Note, beſides atdering 
that Biſhops ſhould have their Biſhopricks,* and 'preachi 
without the Pope's Order; ' as they-did for along time 
among the Britains," and others. + Alſo," we:may gather. 
their Sonles are the ſame, from'alike way» of proceedings 

and ſpeaking, in Law. | | 
27. For aFifth, That 'ris unreaſonable to think, that 
this Parliament «ſhould in this A& exclude: the Pope's 
purely Spiritual Power, as far as it 1s: held to be a Te-: 
net; of: Cathalick Religion all over the VVarld ;/ and-in 
the ſame. AQ, revive the afore-faid Proviſo, that former- 
ly commanded 1t ſhould not be excluded: Except we 
ſhould ſay, that it had at the ſame tune, a mind it out 

an 
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and-ſboult not Wh in.” -Xept-4, becauſt'the will they 
bad; that. the!Words of -the former Statute, ſhould not 
be taken'in-a Senſe: contrary to the'Religion of the then 
Cathalick Churoch,! which believ'd' Religtoufly;,, the" fair 
y.|Spiritual\/Power-of 'the Pope,” ( which Will theſe 
erl expre{s'd;” by Reviving the Proviſo)) could: proceed 
only from a mind,: that -no- ſuch Religiovs Tenet, nor 
con ntly .this'of ' the | Pope's gray 5p rr Power 
ſhould be deny'd: And, Not kept in, if in, this it deniyes 
or ' excludes it. - 
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29. : A Sixth Reaſon 'is, 'Becauſe a Ptovifa'df the laſt 
Att; 5 Elz.: cap. 1: fayes thus : Provided alwayel, that 
for as much as the Oueer's AIP i otherwiſe ſufficiently 
aſſur'd. of the Faith and Loyalty of the Temporal Lords, of 


cr 


MES detn. ad. oe. aft ns. at A 


profeſs an Obedience to him, a; fuch'; Efpecially, if 


C___ CC 


(47) 

he - Btw biniefſes Court of Partidment : | "THevefort," Hhis 468; 
nor oe T rh therein” contained, ſhall not ks to cothpel 
any Temporal Perſon, of or above the Degree of a' Baron- of 
this Realty, to take or pronounce the Oath above-faid. not 
to incur any Penalty limited by this 4, hot Taking, or 
Refuſing the ' fare; any thing in this Att; to the contrary, 
in ahy wiſe notwithſtanding.” Where we {ce, the Queen's 
being, without this A& and Oath, ſafficiently afſuPd'of 
the Temporal Lords Faith and Loyalty, is brought as a 
Reaſon, why neither it, nor 1ts Oath belongs to them ; 
which would have been no*Reaſon, ' in calc it.had'been 
ao ro detiy the' Phpe's being Chief Preacher; (or fach's 

acher, as 15” tq have a rr fn that all Chrj- 
ftians, *agd " Emeliſh anibrig the eſt,” know and pranhil 
Chriſt's Doftrine;'' and' that all Preachers, and Exh 
amongſt the reſt, Preach, and. help others under them 
5g Prattſe the finhe.) For" the 'AQt ard, Oarh, being, 
1 this 'Snppoſition, made 'uppn two" Accounts,” ro wit; 
for the' Aſſurance of Atlegiance, andDenyal of Religion ; 
the Aft might have belohg'd' ro them, and the. Oath 
might'have been offer'd them, '(rhough” the Queen had 
betn other-wiſe affur'd, of rheir Allepiance) - for Denjat 


of that Part 'of Religion, which the Queen was {5 far 


froin being other-wife affur'J” that'rhey did deny, tlar 
the' otherwiſe tertainly Knew that, abundaice gr 1eaft of 
them, did conſtantly profels it: 

30- For a Seventh and laſt Reaſon,. I alledye, that 
_ could not intend*to make People Iver th the Firſt 
af 


Fifth of her Reign, (when this Oath: was made and. 


enjoyn'd) that rhe Pope' had not the Power of a Paſtor 
then ih Enzlznd , when as they certainly knew,' he had 
and exerciſed ſuch a Power over Multirudes of Cathotirks, 
that then were by the State, permitted to Live in, and 
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it-be found, - that-the greateſt Part of this Parliament; 
were . Catholicks; . which would not. vote the Forſwear- 
ing of their Faith. .- And if they did not intend it, their 
VVords do not fignify it. IF it be faid, they could not 
intend, | to make the People ſwear he had not, de fatto, 
ſuch a Power, (ſince every Body knew this to be evi- 
dently Falle, ) but that he had not, de are, or ought 
not. to have ſuch a Power. . I anſwer, 1/. That the 
Words are; Axd that no Forreien Prince, &c. hath or 
ought to have any Furiſdittion,  &c. within this Realm: And 
unleſs one will ſay, that Hah, and Ought ito have, are 
juſt the ſame; and that \Hath, has not. its: Signification, 
as. well as. Ought 7o-bave,. (which is not very likely) the 
Meaning muſt be, - that he, hath, not, de fa&o, the Pow- 
erthey there ſpeak of: Which infers, that they there ſpeak 
not of Paſtorall Power. ig Cacty 
31+; Next, I anfwer, That this: Argument evidently 
concludes, what it.endeavour'd ;; to wit, that they could 
not intend, that the Words of the Oath ſhould hgnify, 
that the Pope had not any Paſtorall Power in England, 
de facto, And hence, 1 argue, that they could not in- 
tend to take them, in the whole Latitude of their Sound ; 
and alfo, that they intend to exclude no Paſtorall Pow- 
er, de jure: - Firſt, Becauſe. their Words ſpeak no more 
of this, than. they .do of that, of which they ſpeak not 
at all: Next, Becauſe 'tis not likely, that they ſhould 
intend to make his Paſtorall Power, de jure, be abjur'd 
by ſome, as prejudicial to the Juriſdiftions of the Crown, 
for example ; ,. and that others ſhould not abjure it, but 
be. irreprehenſibly, permitted to believe, and profeſs it- 
Laſtly, Becauſe{it was Prezmnire and Treaſon, to hold or 
profeſs, what the Ats deny'd the _ Bur it was nei- 
ther Prmunire nor Treaſon, for a Lord or other, in thoſe 
dayes, to profels himſelf a Carho/ick, (though it was 

puniſh- 
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puniſhable, not-to be'at Common - Prayer )-. which ins 
cludes'the holding and profefſing the Pope's Paſtoral Pow- 
er de jure, as. well as de fatto: Therefore, it evidently 
was not this Paſtorall Power de jure, that was there de- 
ny'd. 

on Having thus ſeen, that neither the Words of the 
Oath, .nor 'the Ads, . to the Profeſſion of whoſe Senſe 
only 'the Oath is ordain'd, deny the Pope's Paſtorall Pow- 
er; let us in the laſt Place ſee, whether' the Explicati- 
on given it by Act of. Parliament, 5 E/zz. cap. 1: denyes 
it: For, if this doth not, nothing doth that concerns it 
and us. Now; this Actimakes:that to be the Senſe of the 
Oath, which'the Queers gives \it inher Aamonition : And 
ſums up the -Senſe--of the Admonitivn.in ſhort,” to'be, To 
confeſs and acknowledge in her Adajeſty, her Heirs and $uc- 
c-ſſors, none other Authority, than that was challens'd and 
lately us d by the Noble' King Henry the Eighth, and King 
Edward the Sixth;. ax in the ſaid Admonition. more” plainly 
may appear. © Now, ſince the whole Defign here ſpoken 
of, (which is ro be ſuppos'd 'all-of it.) - is the-conteſſing 
of Power in the «Queen, the Negative Part is to be 
taken to ſignify no farther, than to deny to another, what 
is confeſs'd'to be-in the Queen; elſe the whole Buſineſs 
of the Oath would' not be Conteſſing of: Powet- in her: 
Whence-evidently follows, .that they are nor'to be taken 
in a Senſe, excluſive of the :Pope's Paſtorall Power. -The 
Admonition \t ſelf, 1s as follows. | | 


an \Admonition to Simple Men, avcciued by Ma- 
& * | licions. El % I .\ "\ 


33-'T he Queens Majeſty being . inform'd that in tertain 
places ' of the Realm," ſundry of her Native * Subjects being 
calPd to Eccl-ſjaſtica! Atiniſtry in the Church, b- by (iaitter. 

G Pere 
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Per ſnafion ahd perverſe Confiruttron, induced: t2: find, ſome 
he the of an Onrh, ohch-byan 16 fb. a 
Parliament is preſcribed to be requir d of divers Perfors for 
the Recognition” of their Allegiance to heir Majefy, which 
certainly never was ever meant, nor by any Equity of words 
6r good fenſe can be th:reof gather'd , wouldi\ that all hey 
lovin! Subjetts ſhonld underitand, that wothiing war, is or 
{ball 'be meant or intended by the fame Oath, ta have any 
other duty, Allegiance cr bond rquired by the ſame Oath, 
than was acknowledged to be dane to the moſt nuble Kings of 
famons Memory, K, Henry th: 8th. Her Majefties Father, 
or K. Edward the 6th. Her Majeſties Brother. And far- 
ther, her Majtfty forbiddeth all manner ber Subjets, to 
give ear or credit to ſuch perverſe and malicions perſons, 
which moſt ſinifterly and malicioufly labour to notify to h:x 
loving Swhjetts, how by words of the ſeid Oath, it may he 
colletFed that the Kings or Queens of this Realm, Poſſeſſors 
of the Crown, may challenge Authority and Power of Min:- 
fry of Divine ſervice in the Church: wherein h:r ſaid Suk- 
jetds be much abuſed, by ſuch evil-diſpoſed perſons ; for cer. 
tainly, her Majefty neither doth nor ever will challenge any 
other Authority than that was challeng*d, and lately usd by 
the ſaid noble Kings of famous Memory, K, Henry the 8th: 
and K, Edward the 6th. which is, and was of ancient time 
dne'to the Imperial Crown of this Realm, That is, under 
God to have the the Syveraiznty and Rule over all manner 
of perſons born within theſe Realms, Dominions, and Coun- 
tries, of what eitate (eithtr Eccleftaitical or Temporal) ſoever 
they. be, SO AS, no other forreizn Power ſhall or ought to 
have any Superiority over them. And if any perſon that 
hath conceived any ather ſenſe of the form of the faid Oath, 
tball accept the ſame Oath, with this Interpretation, ſenſe or 
meaning, her Majeſty 1s well _ to accept every ſuch in 
that behalf, as her good and obedient Subjeits, and fball ac- 

quis 
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quit them : 4 E _ of Penalties — In the ſaid 
At, againſt ſuch as foall Peremptorily or Obſtinately re 
to take the Oath. "9 P | i Sf 

24. ' That the Popes Paſtoral or purely Spiritual Power 
is 2 deny'd in this Admonition, may be Tollefted from 
her ſaying there, that the Ogth was requir'd of certaig 
Perſons for the Recognition of their - Allegiance, and Auch as 
was in 4ient-(and ſy Catholick) times, due to the Crown. 
' Fer'the Recognition of which., no *Exctuſion' geed or 
ought to be-made of that Power of the Pope which is ho 
p way Repuznent to it, but ſo he ufe his Power as he 
; ought (and if he do not, he-is not to-be- obey*dY a. Com 
4 meander of it. Next, from the words, ſo as mo forreign 
» power, &&c. ſhall .or ought to have any Superiority oper 
them. Firſt, 'becauſe the proper and common (that is, 
firſt)-ſenſe-of the words Power and Superiqrity, is Tempo- 
yal. Next, 'becauſe Superiority is not joynd here to the 
Pope, as Prelate, but as forreion 'Power or Prince. And 
b- therefore, is by bcing apply'd to'it, determin'd to a «- 


at vil ſenſe; and -1o are both of them determin'd ro the 
4d fame, by being us'd in an explication of a Law, and'in 
V in a matter of Alegiance and Sovergenty over: all -Per- 
o_ ſons. | Fats EY 
_ 35. Laſtly, becauſe the words $0 AS mbft either re- 
ad tain their moſt Proper ſenſe, .and be an anſwer, -to 

- Great Queſtion that caus'd this Adwonition, which was, 


how ſhe pretended to be Supream 'Gavernour in all eau- 


god ſes Spiritual? whether as a Quers: or as an Adiminifter 
, p of divine ſervice in the Church? which rherefore, :ſeems 

, to be a ſenſe -of thoſe words direly belonging to:her 
oy Purpoſe: And then, 'tis evident that the following words 
Is can fgnify only Temporal Authority. For, if it beask'd 
9 = after what manner, is the Queen Supream Governeſs? whe- 


ther aftcr a Civilor Spiritual manner ? and it be anſwer'd, 
G 2 a/ter 


(52;J 
after fuch « manner. as no, forgeign power . hath or ogghtc:$ 
bave anz Superiority; (Whigh, is. the fame, (asif it. had heod 


anſwerd, after a c:vi# manner ſince-itywas then known 
to. ally wbat-no.-fonreign -power-had. a. Superigrity” after a 
civil manner, and as certainly known that 'the Pope had 
one, de fato,; at leaſt, after a. Spiritual manrier) It fol: 
lows out of this Anſwer, that, ſhe hath the'Supreme}Go- 
yernment, aftera C/v4 manner, ; becauſe, 'ris the-Jame thing 
to fay,, ſhe: hath the Supreme Rule, after--that] manner, 
as no-Forreigner hath any; as.to fay, ſhe hath it after 
a en gyms nb pon Loot, e endeavour'd to 
Guade Gate Powden: People: . Ed 
ey Or pope S &) 48 _ mean the fame as $0 
THAT..  And,then we muſt exther ſay the Pope's Paſtor 
ral power is not excluded by the words following ; or 
el. that no.Coherent ſenſe. 1s 1n, them.. Fox in calc it be 
excluded, the ſenſe muſt be, The Queen hath the whole 
| Temporal rule overall perſons, ſo that no Forreigner hath 
power, toPreach Chriſt's Doctrine ; or; ſhe is Queen, {6 
that noFoxreigner is a Preacher or Paſtor: might not ſhe 
as, pertinently ſay, Jhe is Queen, fo that no French. Man 
15. 6r (ought to be a Davging Maſter ? Indeed, if ſhe had 
taken upon her to have the whole power to Preach, ſhe 
Night have {aid ſhe 3s Preacher, ©o that no Forreigner hath, 
'or ought to, have any. power to.preach here ;: for. her 
having the whole power, hinders any body from having 
'any of it, except. unger. or. from her: but not, now, ſhe 
renounges that: For, the being a Queen,. is. not at all 
Inconſiſtent. with another's. being a Preacher. ' Hence 
*the ſenſe. can (bg no, other than. either this; ſbe hath the 
Rule here, and, no body hath - any part of it, which is the 
ſame, as ſhe hath the Rule, and all the Rule: or ellis this; 
the hath all the Rule, whence it follows, that vo Forrezgner 
"bath any part of it, as he pretended. | ns 
RN 37- Laſtly, 
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'1;37> Lally, from-the Queens ſaying, thar:5he will 26 
&1pt of | thaſe that\take' the Gath inthe above ſaid/$ewſe, . a5 
(hex. good and obedient. Subjeits; Which: ſeems tai fignify, 
'that this Oath . was intended, not to know: of. what, Re- 
ligion People were, but to know who were. Good and ©- 
bedient' Subjzets; which they may be as well without 
denying the Pope's preaching Power, as with it,., Hence, 
it 1s-extreamly more - probab/e,: at: leaſt, that the Admo- 
ition doth not exclude the Paſtoral Power, than that it 
doth ; and 1o, 'tis a ſufficient. Ground for any one to ſay 
to a Juſtice of Peace, I intend to take this Oath in the 
Senſe, which to the beſt of my Judgment, is given it 
by At of Parliament: Which, as it 1s ſufficient for the 
Satisfaftion of my Conſcience, (in caſe there be no Scan- 
dal) for I in my Conſcience, judge, that the King hath 
the Rule of this Kingdom, and that the Pope hath no 


.part of it; and this only I acknowledge _ Oath. 
'Next, - I eruly ſay, that this: Senſe and no © 


1eT. 15 to 


the beſt of my Judgment, (though this may. poſſibly [be 


miſinform'd) the Senſe given it by Law ;. and in this, 


and no other, I take it: -So, he can require no more of 


.me, who being to'underftand it; 'and take it 1g/the Senſe 
of the Law, 
over, | agree , with almoſt.all (as'far as 1 can :learn; all) 


my 'beſt to do both right. : And, more- 


Proteſtant Authors, ih holding.this to be the Senſe of the 
Law and Oath: And confequently, am nor. ta be. de 
ny;d Leave to take it in this Senſe, 'upon pretence that . 


the Senſe I take 1t in, 1s. not allowable, ſince *tis allow'd 


Publigkly. : * a | 

'38. Since then: (as-we ſhall find; if we-refleet : back 
upon the whole) the Pope's Paſtoral Power, if excluded, 
muſt be. excluded, by .not taking the Words of the Oath 
in their moſt Common and Proper Senſe; to which: allo 


they are determin'd by being in Law-Books,. by .all. 9:ber 


words 


(58) 
- words of the*Dath, 'by its Deſign, ::md the words of all 
EET gn 
| 4ng, without {Spoke of ; finee it be exclu 
yt {on 'af. 


ſome diflike, without expreſſing that 'Diſ- 
when-as-it'ts the Cuſtom -of theſe Laws, to ex- 
; preſs the Reaſon that mov'd the Parliament to do-what 
- it did: Sinoce"it muſt be excluded iby the Parliament's 
_ -2 \thing, even in their own Thoughts, nething 
» conducing tothe Ent they delign'd; wiz. to Alkgiance, 
'Freedom from Charges, &c. which a Power purely 'Spi- 
Titual in'the Pope no 'way iprejudices: Since it muſt be 
- excluded iby following 'the Example of Catholick Kings, 
as to manner .of . Praceeting, Words, Things, 'and All, 
except ſome tew Particulars; -which look'd into, ſeem 
no more-to- exclude his /Paſtorſhip, than what they did: 
| Since it .cannor i be excluded without the Parliament's 
willing, 'that irke Words of a former A, ſhould not'be 
taken in a Senſe 'exclufive - of it; which could 

- only from a Will:to have it not-excladed : And willing 
at the ſame time, that the Words of this. Act be taken 
mm a Senſe :exclufive of it; which -could proceed only 
from a 'Will to have-it excluded: 'Since it cannot be 
excluded without their-bringing - a Reaſon for the Lords 
not taking of-it, -which was no'Reaſon ; without having 
2 mind xo: fwear, that- che Pope had. mor, what they cer- 
tainly faw he #ad ; ' or, at leaſt, to {wear he had not a 
Power, im words'that did - not i ſignify: the ' Excluſion of 
it, moreirthan of ' that they did not- exclude: Since it 
-could not be excluded, except it was Treaſon to- profeſs 
what was :excluded, 'and -not 'Freaſon: to profeſs what 
was-excluded ; / (fince if it be ſuppes'd, that the Pope's 
properly Paſtoral / Power was excluded, it: was "Treaſon 
according to the AQ, to profeſs :it; and otherwiſe, we 
*know '3t was not Treaſon to'protels it ; all Carholicks be- 
ng 


n— 
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ing not'then-efteen'd* and punifh'd 'as Traitojs): Since” 


- it could .not.be excluded, except the Negative. Claufe be 
A Out: fo, as nat to conduce; at all to wan ear 6n- = Ve 
f ly Deſigne of the Oath, which was acknowkdging | 
Y Power in the Queen, profeſſing Allegiance, and Know- "= 
; ledge. of who were good Subjects: Nor-except the words*. 
U of the Admonition be taken umproper'y' and the later 
y part of it be conſtru'd into Non-ſenſe. Since theſe 
b Things are fo, as likewiſe, that almoſt all Words (eſpe- 
' cially, if not conſider'd in their proper Circumſtances, . 
as theſe uſe not to be, but as they ly in a ſingle Paper, 
Y ſeparated from all that belongs to them) are liable to 
p have a wrong Senſe forc'd into them; tis, E think, as 
. evident as any thing of this Nature can well be; that 
; this which I have endeavour'd to prove to be the Senſe 


' of the Oath, is indeed the true Senſe of it: And fo, as - 
5 evident, (when theſe Things are publickly known) as - 
we need deſire for our Swearing, that the Pope's Power 
(as of Faith) is not excluded nor abjur'd, what ever 
| may be ſaid of his other Powers, that were in proceſs of 
Time added to this. Neither amlI alone, in this Thought : 
Proteſtant Divines, of the greateſt Note, and very learn- 
cd in the Law, ( which. alone ſeems able to give folid 
Satisfaftion in this Point ) bear me company, or rather, - 
[ bear them. They may be ſeen at large cited by Mr. 
Creſſ, in his Reflexions upon the Oaths, pag- 27. to 33. 
and in the Seaſonable Diſcourſe about the Oaths of Al:2:- 
ance and Supremacy, very lately Printed, from p. 2 7. to 
. 32. The Sum of their Senfe is this, That they clear 
both the Affirmative and Negative Clauſe in' the Oath, 
from intending either to exclude the Pope's Paſtoral, Su- - 
pernatural, purely. Spiritual, or Minifterial Power of the 
Keys, . or to give (as I have ſhewn) any ſuch Power to 
the King ; and this in as expreſs Words, as can be - 
vented: 


, 
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= 
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vented : -Which, leſt this. Treatiſe ſhould be any way de-- 
feQive, I Thall here repeat. ' | "ab want $4 1d 

39. 1n{ Queen Elizabeth; reign, we have the Teſtimo- 


whoſe expreſſions are theſe ; The oath (faith he) expreſ- 
ſeth not the duty of Princes to God, but ours to them, And 
4; they muſt be obey d when they joyn with the Truth, ſo 
muſt they be endared when they fall into errour. Which ſide 
ſoever they take, either obedience to their Wills, or ſubmiſe. 
fron to their ſwords, 1s their dur by Gods Lab, And that 
is all which our Oath exatteth, Again, This is, the ſupreme 
Power of Princes, which we ſoberly teach, and which you 


by Subject, ny of Door "Bilſon , afterwards Biſhop, of WinchbeFer, 
2. 
Pp. 


{ [JESUIT'S] ſo bitrerly deteff, That Princes be Gods Mini- 


fters in their own Dominions 3 bearing the Sword, freely to 
- permit, and publickly to defend that which God .commandeth. 
in Faith and good Manners; and in Eccleſiaftical Diſcipline 
to receive and eſtabliſh ſuch Rules and Orders, as the $crip- 
- twres aud Canons ſhall decide to be needful and healthful for 
the Church of - God in their Kingdoms. And as they may 
lawfully command that which is Good in all Things and 
Cauſes, be they Temporal, Spiritual, or Eccleſiaſtical : So may 
they with juſt Force remove whatſorver is Erroneons, Vitt- 
ous, or Superſlitious within their Lands, and with External 
Loſſes and Corporal Pains repreſs the Broachers and Abet- 
tours of Hereſies, and all Impicties, From which Subje(2;. 
on unto Princes, no Man within their Realms, Monk, Prieſt, 
Preacher, nor Prelate is exempted. And witbout their 
Realms no Mortal Man hath any Power from Chriſt, judici- 
ally to depoſe them, weuch leſs to invade them in open Field , 
leait of all, to warrant their Subjetts to rebel againit then, 


bid. p.173+ Moreover,. intending to explain in what ſenſe Spiritual 


Juriſdiction ſeems by the Oath to be given to Princes, 
he faith firſt: We make no Prince Fudge of Faith.” * And 
then more particularly ; To deviſe new - Rites and Cere. 

73 bi © | monies; 


4 


ECO 
2 OR... | | 
wnles , * fob the Church ir not the Princes Vecition': © But fo 
receive aud* allow ſuch xs the Scriptures and Eanons * com": 
mend, anil ſuch a« the” Brfbops and Paſtors of the Place Ball 


— = 
. 


4 #1viſe,” not infringing whe Scriptures or Cations, And"; 
J for alt other Eccleſiaſtical Things and Cauſes, Princes bo 
o neither the Deviſers nor Diredters of them; but the Con» 
g firmers and Eſt abliſbers of. that which is *Goed, "ar d* Dif+ 
4 placers and Revengers of that which is Evil,” Which"Pow- 
4 &, we ſay, they have 'in all Things and Caiſes, "be they'SpA 
- ritnal, Eccleſiaſtical, or Temporal. * Hereto his' Adverlary 
= is brought in replying; And what' for Excommunications 
x and Abſolutions, be they in the Princes Pewer alſo? To 
'0 this he anſwers; The Abuſe of Excommunicution” in the 
h Prieſt, and Contempt of it in the People, Princes may pun ſb: 
ve Excommunicate they may not, for ſo much as the Keys are 
S. no part of their Charge. Laſtly, to explain:the Negative 
= Clauſe in the Oath, he ſayes; In this ſenſt' we defend lbid. p. 
y Princes to be Supreme, that 15. not at liberty to do what they 218, 
14 tit, without regard of Truth or Right : But without Superior 
'y on Earth to repreſs them with violent Means, and to take 
Fi their Kingdoms from them. Thus Dottor 8:1fon; whoſe 
al Teſtimony may be interpreted to-be the Queens own In+ 
t- terpretation-of the- Oath ;' {ince, 'as dppears by the Title 
by page of his Book, what he wrote 'was peruſed' and appro» 
/N wed by Publick © Authority, And to ſuch a Senle of the 
ir Oath as this, there is not -a Catholick Clergy Man in 
ry France, \ Germany, Venice, or Flanders, but would reatdly 
l, ſubſcribe + | = 
& 40. In the next place; ſuitable to him,” DoCtcr Carlz- 
al ton itt _; Fames his time, thus ſtates the \Matrer: © 8e& \ 
wy larmine (faith he) diſputing of Turi{diition, ſaith, There Carletan of 
1d is a Triple Power (in the Biſh/p of Rome: + Firſt, of Order , T#r-[4%t. 
e. ferondly, of Internal Farifdithon', "thirdly, of External Fe © Er Pr 5, 9. 
55 e4rſittion, The Firſt #1 reftr a to the Sacrumen's , the Ste 
H cond 
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nd th Inward Government, which is in the Court of Conſt: 
ence, the Third to that External Government, which is 


prattiſed in External Courts, And canfeſſeth, that of the 


Firſt and Second there is no queſtion between us, but only 
of the Third. Then of this (faith Carleton) we are agreed, 
that the Queſtion between us and them, is only of Jariftif- 
on coattrve in External Courts, binding and comp:lling by 
Force of Law, and other External Multts and Peet 
beſides Excommunication, As for Spiritual Furiſdittion of 
the Church ſtanding in examination of Controverſies of 
Faith, judging of Hereſies, depoſing of Hereticks, excom> 
munication of notorious Offenders, Ordination of Priefis and 
Deacons, Inſtitution and Collation of Benefices and S$pirits- 
al Cures, &c. this we reſerve intire to the Chnrch, which 
Princes cannot give or take from the Church, This Power 
hath been prattiſed by the Church, without Coattive Fariſ- 
dition, other than of Excommunication. But when Mat- 
ters bandled in the Eccleſiaſtical Conſiſlory, are not Matters 
of Faith and Religion, but of a Civil Nature, which\yet 
are called Ecelefiaſlical, as being given by Princes, and ap- 
pointed to be within the Cagniſance of that Conſiſtory : And, 
when the Cenſures 'are 'net Spiritual, but Carnal, Compal- 
five, Coattpoer here, appearezh the Power 'of the Civil Magi- 

rate. This Power we wield to the. Magiſtrate y and bere is 
the Sgutefliion, Whither the Magiſirate hath 'tight to this 
Power or Turiſdittion, &c? This then is the thing that we 
are to prove, That Eccleſiaſtical coattrve Power, by force of 
Law and corporal Puniſhments, by which Chriſtian People 
are to be governed-in external' and contentions'Cautts, 4s 4 


| Power which of right belongeth to Chriſtian Princer. Again, 


alterward he ſayes; Concerning the Extention of the Church- 
es Furiſdittion, it cannot be denyed, but that there is a Pow- 
er in the Church, not only Internal, but alſo of External 
Teriſdiftion, Of Internal Power there is no queſtion wade, 
SR. a, 6 E xltr- 
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External Fariſaittlon, being underfloed all that js pratt1-" 

ſed in External Courts, of Confiftories, is either Definitive 


or 'MulFative, Anthority Definitive in Matters of Faith 

| and Religion, belongeth to the Church, Muli# ative Power may 

| be underfood either 4s it is with Coattion, or as it is ye- 

ferred to Spiritual Ceuſures, As. it flandeth in Spiritual, 
Cenſures, it is the right of the Church, and ws pradtifed. 

; by the Charch,. when the Church was without a Chriſtlan Mar 

f giſtrate, and ſince," But Coattive Fariſdition was never 

prattiſed by the Church, when the Church was without Chrj- 

/ ſlian Magiſlrates: But was alwayes underitood to belong to 

; the Civil Magiitrate, whether he were Chriſtian or Heathen, 

, After this manner doth Doctor Cayleton, Biſhop of Chi- 

, cheſter, underſtand the Supremacy of the King, acknow- 

c ledged in the Oath. 

s 41. In the laſt place, DoQtor Bramba!, Biſhop of Der- 

s ry 10 our late King's dayes, and now Arch- Biſhop of 

t Armagh, thus declares both the Affirmative and Negative 

f; Parts of the. Oath, touching the King's Supreme Autho- Schifme 
rity in matters Eccleſiaſtical, and renouncing the Pope's ;,,.aca. 

, Bb rang & NC rope's guarded 

b Juriſdiction in the ſame, here in Erglard, in his Book 

L called Schiſm Guarded, &c. The ſum of which Book is 

b in the 'Title-page expreſt to conliſt in ſhewing,, That 

N the ereat Controverſie about Papal Power, is not 4 queſtion 

_ of Faith, -but of Intere#t and Profit, not with the Church 

of of Rome, but with the Court of Rome, & c. This Learn- 

le cd and Judicious Writer, thus at once ſtates the Point in 

p both theſe Reſpefts. My /a# Ground (fayes he) is, That 

q neither King Henry the Eighth, nor any of his Legiſlators, 

bo did ever endeavour to deprive the Biſhop of Rome of the | 

by Power of the Keys, oy any part thereof ;, cither the Key of Ws 

al Order, or the Key of Furiſaiftion: I mean, Furijdittion 

; purely Spiritual, which hath place only in the inner Court of 

vaf Conſcience, -and over ſuch "— as ſubmit willingly, - 

- FP. os 
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did ever "nag or endeavour to aſſume to themſelves. ei- 
0 


ther the Key of Order, or - the' Key of TJurifdiftion. purely 
Spiritual, All which they deprived the Pope of, all nhich 
they = to themſelves, was the External Rrgiment of 
the Church by Coattive Power, to be exerciſed by Perſons c :- 
pable of the Reſpeftive Branches of it. . This Power the Bi- 
Joop: of Rome never had, or could have juſtly over their 
Subjetts, but under them $*M Subjeffs they were... And, 
therefore, when we meet with theſe wards, or the like, (That 
no Forreipn Prelate ſhall exerciſe any manner of Power, Tu- 
riſdietion, 8&c. Eccleſiaſtical with this Realm) it is not to 
be underſtood of Internal, or parely-Spiritual Power in the 
Court of Conſetence, cr the Power of the Keys, ( we ſee the. 
contrary prattiſed every day) but of External and Coattive 
Power in Eccltſiaitical' Cauſes, in Foro contentiofv. And, 
that it is, aud oucht to be ſo underſtood, I prove clearly by 
s Proviſo in one main Af of Parliament, and an Article of 
the Envliſh Church. | Which A& and Article have been 
produced aBove.] - The Biſhop continues: They ( that, 
i, the Parliament) profeſs, their Ordinance is meerly Pc- 
titical: what hath a Political” Ordinance with Power purely 
Spiritual ? They = only to preſerve the Kingdom from Ra- 
pine, &. And then having produced the Article, he, 
concludes: You fee the Power is Political, the $word is Po- 
Fitrcal, all is Political. Onur Kings leave the Power of the 
Keys and Turiſdiftion purely Spiritual, to thoſe to whom Chriſt 
hath left it. Nothing can be more expreſs, than this ſo 
clear a Teſtimony of ſo Judicious, a Bybop, touching the, 
_ Supremacy, m matters Eccleſiaſtical, acknowledg- 
ed by Oath, | | | 
" 42; Again, the ſame Biſhop thius further adds: where- 
ver our Laws do deny all Spiritual Turiſaiftion to the Pope 
in England, it is in that Senſe that we call the Exterior 
Courr of the Church, the Spiritual Court. They do not in- 
end 
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tera. at alto, deprive-him off the Power of the Ke, ar: of 
ny. Spiritual Phwer | that mas bequeathed him. by Chrifh,. br by 
bis Apoitles, \mhen he "is able to. prove. his” Legacy.,';;To 
conclude, omitting a World of other Paſſages to the. 


ſame effeft, he faith; ' we have not renounced the, $ub- Ibid. p. 219. 


ſtance of the Papacy, except the Subſtance of the Papacy do. 


conſis in Coattive Power. 


| 43: And. that we may. ſee this. ſtill continues the. 
Senſe of the Proteſtant Church (and conſequently of the 
State) even to this day, Mr. Falkzer of Lynn Regis, in 
his Book entituled, ,, Chriſtian Loyalty, ſo lately Printed, 
that it was Antedated-,1679, and dedicated to the Arch-. 
Biſhop of Capterbury, Page 200. gives. us, the Sevſe of this 
Oath: in theſe Words.: - This 'Oath tending,, according to, 
the Deſizne of that Statute: by which it was Eſtabliſh't, to 
reſtore to the Crown its Antient Furiſdittion, that Authori- 
ty which is chiefly refed thereby, is ſuch as invaded or op-. 
ped the Royalty, of. the King; and particularly, that which, 
claimeth any Supreme Coguizance of Eccleſgaſtical Affairs, ,4s: 
if they were not ander the. Care of the Temporal Power,,. 
or that pretendeth to any other Authority above and againit, 
the Fuit Rights of the Cromn. | 3 | 
- 44+ Now,..that. ſuch Authors, , ( eſpecially) the, Three, 
firſt) {o Uniyerfally read, by, all, 'Learged: Men 1p. theiv 
reſpeive: Times., and : (doubtleſs) amongſt ;others ; by» 
Thouſands. learned im the Law, ſhould paſs without a+; 
ny the leaſt Reprehenſion-for ungerproting the Oath-and. 
our Laws Wrong, in. caſe they had, in ſuck their Decla-; 
rations and Expoſitions, . declin'd from the true, Senſe of: 
the Lawgivers ;. nor be diſcquntenanc'tby thoſe reſpeRive , 
Princes, as diminiſhing, the Extent of their. Power, or: 
by the Proteſtant Church and State.; for referving more to. 
the Fope- than was. meant by them, when-they requir'd. 
Roman Catholicks to take the Oath; but,.on the contra-; 
ry, that, their Works ſhould paſs without the leaſt _ 
TIOL ..- 
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troll” and Cenſire ; ' 'nay, be Univerfally. yreeiv'd with 
the higheft'Bftcem and Applauſe , ere © cord Perfons 
ſhould'be' fo Careſſed and Advanc'd by thoſe Princes, is 
_ 4 Riddle'paſt mine or any man's Solving. Princes and 
- Stares uſe nor to be ſo ſupine in ſuch Matters, as to per- 
mit'# wrong Senſe to bs impogd upon their Laws; leaft 
of all, thoſe who are not in Communion with Rome ; 
_ when their own and the Pope's Authority are 
concern'd-: And yet, we muſt either ſay, that ſuch Per- 
ſons, in ſuch Matters, were thus ſtrangely negligent ; or elſe 
be forc't to- acknowledge, that in the Sente of all Eng- 
land, the Lawyers: there, - and even of our Princes them- 
felves, - that was the True and Legal Senſe of the Oath 
of Supremacy, which thoſe eminent Authors afign'd and 
declar'd. This Argument will have far greater Force, if 
we add, that not one Proteſtant Author amongſt ſo ma- 
ny, that have either written expreſ]y, or touch't upon 
that Subject, was ever found, who contradifted this Ex- 
plication of theirs, or aflirm'd any Power purely $piri- 
tual, to be'given the King, 'or taken from the Pope by 
this Oath: Which, the Fancies of Mankind, / eſpecial- 
ly thoſe of many ſeveral Judgments in other things, 
and all of them' averſe to the Pope) and the Opinions of 
Wriers, being\niturally fo various, evidences that this 
Sentiment'of theirs concerning the aboveſaid Meaning of 
the Oath, was not only Upiverſaly, but moreover Frrms- 
ly and conſtantly held as an undoubted Truth. And let 
it be noted! here, that all theſe forr Learned Anthors 
{peak of- the Oath, both as to the Aﬀrrmative and Nega- 


tive Claufe in it; that is, both of what they attribute by 


it to the King, and deny by it to the Pope. Out of 
which Diſcourſe it follyws, that though theſe Teſtimo- 
nies taken fingly, do not amount to a Publick Declara- 
tion 'of the Senſe of the Oath; yet taking them con- 

| | joyntly, 
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joptry, wich all their wſpoive 


ſtances, \they-evidently | 
yeaka to theGu, is agpedro by 


Senſe 


__— — —_ 


- - Son [1]. 
0b jeFions Anſwer'd. 


AN, | Otwithſtanding the Evidence” of what we; pro- 
duc'd above, mens Fancies, Intereſts and Humours 
being various, -there remain diverſe Scruples in the minds 
of many, and I'will endeavour to eale:them of thoſe that 
have come to my knowledge, and ſeem any way Mate- 
rial; 70: 170i 9408! 11% [20TH EN R207 
x. Firſt, *Tis Objeted that the words of the /Oath de- 
ny all manner of Power to the Pope. But how could 
they do otherwiſe? Had they gone about to have num- 
ber'dall the particulars whigh they intended to Aboliſh, be- 


ſides that *twould have been extreamly tedious (inan Oath 


eſpecially), ſome perhaps would have eſcaped their ut- 
moſt diligence. Had they excluded Ordizary Power, Ex- 
traordinary or Delegate might ſtill have pretended. The 


-Abdliſhing the Ze24»tive, might have left that Ex pleni- 
tudine Poteftatis ; Annates had not taken away Appeals ; 


nor 
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| 9i HabilitatingtoInhieritandes}! cs 11 Northey 
net c0yhprog urcnaggerTIe en rj] 1886.) 
Had theyiponcthat way toworks whatſoeverhadinotbert 
expreſly; named,” would'haye been underftgod[not compre» 
hended-; and then a new Law or a new Oath:muſt have 
been made for that; and then another mifht have been found 
out, and no end have ever been. Wherefore, to com- 
paſs what they intended, it was neceſſary to uſe a Gene- 
ral Expreſhon+-which they knew was to- be underſtood 
as all Rules of Law and Language require it ſhould, of 
the matter in hand: fo that [No Power] here imports as 
much as »o Civil Power, no Power repugnant to the 
Kings Governing Power in all Cauſes, no Tuch power as 
acen Elizabeth and her Anceſtor-Princes had of old in 
this Realm, as was largely ſhown above. And hence, to 
take the Oath righty one ought. to think lot of the ſingle 
words taken in their whole Latitude as deveſted of Cir- 
cumſtances, but as taken in Complexion with them ; it 
being-bnt a. ery! -Odd:Scxupulofity ro. think the Oath is 
to be taken:;in fnach'a manner as:if one did not-live in 
the world, nor knew any thing of it's Circumſtances ; 
Hit wete tocday: aſide all-knowledges he bad gain'd all 
bis life, except onely. of the' fignihcation of thoſe very 
Words, abſtraQting from all SubzeQs of which they may 
be coneiv'd to ſpeak; which 'amounts in other ſTerms * 
to: this, that, while they take the Oath, they muſt lay a- 
ſide:all uſe of common ſenſe ; nay, and ſwear too they 
-know'| not. what: for, laying aſide :the: knowledpe of 
'all*Curcumſtances; every: word in the: world js: atmbigit- 
008: 217 325764) aff Þic : L, — 
2; Tis objeCted; Setondly, that the Church 'bf 'Exp- 
li#d, which' may: be' preſumed: to underſtand. this Oath 
belt, {ays inthelatter;part of the 37th Article, in which 
-it ſeems. torclate_to. the Negative part of this Oath, that 
af the 
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the Biſbop of Rome hath no Juriſdittion. in this Realns of 


England. *'Tis anſwered, the. proper and primary ſenſe: 
of the word Jai ion,:is the Powers of a Magiſtrate 
giving Sentence according. to Right or Law, with Au-! 
thority in External Courts, to make it be Executed ; from 
whence in a ſecundary fignification, *tis transferr'd to 
the inward Court of Conſcience. - But it carries it's 
notion 1n it's: Terms: / Didt:o Juris, or Jus dicere impor- 
ting in'it's firſt, and obvious ſenſe to determin' with Au- 
thority which may torce Obedience to what is Senten- 
cad. This it ſeems, is all which, the Church of England 
underſtands deny'd to the Pope by the Oath, which Bi- 
ſhop Charleton cited above, in terms acknowledges, by 


ſaying, that There ts. wo queſtion between us, concerning Carleton Of 
the Imernal Juriſditt ion of the Biſhop of Rome; but only Turiſdithon, 
the. External: And this plainly relates to the Judiciary © ': p.5,9. 


Power ſpoken of:-; Eſpecially, ſince the Church of Eng- 
1nd here ſpeaks of No FTuriſdition of the Pope, ak 
ately after ſhe had ſpoke what was due to the King ; 
and conſequently, in the ſame Senſe here, as ſhe did. 
there; that ſo, by ſaying the Pope had No Civil Furif- 
diftion, ſhe might ſignify, that the King had not only 
Civil Power, bur alſo all of ir, ſince the Pope hath now 
zone, Who had ſome formerly ; elle we muſt come to the 
before-noted Inconſequent way of ſpeaking, He #s King 
here, and the Pope is not a Preacher or Paſtor here." That 
I may not omit, that ſhe ſpeaks here in reference to our 
Laws, which ſpeak of Juriſdiction in this Senſe only, 
and which took ſrom the Pope only this kiad of Jurzl- 

diction. ' D i 
3. And this is-fully and clearly afttirmed by the.fore- 
gd Dr. Bramha!, Schiſm Garded, p. 308. .as abpve,cited. 
And again, p. 340. Our Laws do not intend 48. gl to de-. 
prive the Pope of the Power of - Keys — 44 elation tg. 
Eng- 
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England i* felf + Our Parliaments did nevty pretend to any" 
Portiey, bo <h Fg —_ Devine Right, &c. <— for the* 
VVhotkc is too long to be Tranſcrib'd, and: yet *tis fit it 
ſhould be read: Apain, p. 337- Our Anceſtors cat out' 
External Coattive Juriſdittton ; the ſame do we, They did 
not take evay from the Pope the Power of the Keys, or Furiſ- 
dittion purely Spiritual ; No more do we. We havea ſecond, 
or at leaft a Confirmarion of this Anſwer, in Franciſcus 4 
Sta Clara's Paraphraſtical Explication of the 79. Articles. 
of the- Church of England, pag. 412. where he ayes on 
che above-ſaid Negative Paſſage of the 37. Articles, 
Thar, peradventure, it meant'only to deny Em/znd to be 
held in Fee from the- Pope, by virtue of King John's Do- 
nation, Submiſſion to, and Reception of 'his Crown 
again, from Ianccent the Third,” and his Promiſe of pay- 
ing Tribute to the Pope for it. This 'vain, ridiculous, 
empty Title, (as Sir Thomas Move, himſe!f' called it, 1 
anew Titulum) was that peradventure, {ayes the fore-faid 
4 88%. Clais, Which that Negative Paſlage of the 37. Ar- 
ticle 'reje&ed. For the Lawfut Rejection of which, he 
brings Proofs ſufficiently convincing 'in the Page now 
cuoted. But whether or no he ghelles aright at rhe 
Meaning of that Paſſage, ut matters not much ; fince the 
Obj«&ion has beer- otherwiſe already and fafhiciently an- 
{wered. | 

4+ A Third ObjeQion procceds from King Fames's ſay- 
ing, © That the- Oath of Supremacy was deviſed for putting 
a Difference between Papiſts, and them of our Profeſſion : 
And Biſhop Andrews, that the Oath of Supremacy was 
made to diſcover thoſe who acknowledg'd the Pope's Prima- 
ty, and deny- the King's. Whence it ſeems to follow, that 
what ever Senke this Oath: might have had in Q. Z#/iza- 
beth's Dayes, yet King James gave it another, oppoſite 
t a Tenet held generally by Catholicks, elſe how could. 


It 
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it diſtinguiſh' them, in caſe there was no-Senſe oppolit 
to. ſuch a Tenet? For in this caſe, they might take it as 
well is the reſt, and nor be diſtinguiſhed from them by 
taking it. And: the Senſe K. Jumes pave it,' ew?" to 
continue till, fince no Body firice ever took it ottt of the 
Oath. © T-anſwer, It doth not foHow: - For 'in ' Sappo? 
ſition,” that neither Q./E#zerh give it that Setiſe,” tor 
K. Fames, nor he {o much as apprehended it to be given 
by her ; yet, ſince he ſaw, that all Cathclicks did appre? 
hend'it in a Senſe oppofit either 'to ſome Religious Te- 
net-of theirs, or ar leaft, ſome orher Pofition, which 
they judg'd True ; and upon that accotmt- did as con- 
ſtantly. refuſe it, as if it had really deny d fach a Tenet 
or Pofition ; he might if he plead, make uſe of their 
Refufal, as a way (though reedlefs, as Biſhop Andrews 
obſerves) to know they were Catho!rzks, And as this 


Argument doth not prove, © that he did give it a New 


Senſe, different from what Q, Z/izabeth gave it : fo ris 
evidenr, he did not. For, that Senſe muſt have been either 
oppoſit to the Qyeen's, and this he did. give it, 
fince ' he let the Queen's A& remain unrepaaſt; 


which ir neceffarily rerain'd her Senſe, with Which its 


Oppoſit could not be: for a Senſe excluſive of Paftotal 
Power, muſt have beer ſuperadded to the former Sent; 
and this he alfo did nor; Firft, becauſe, ſſhce ht rakes 
not that Power to himſelf, the Words will 'wt with g65dd 
Senſe, bear the Excluſion of the Pope's Poet : Kekt, 
becagſe he in his Apology for the Oath of Allegiattce, 
peg. 46. declares, himſelf not to be againft this Power of 
the Pope; faying, Thar he conld be content, chat the 
Biſhop. of Rome were Patriarch, of the wef, and were the 
Firſt among all Bifhops, and Princeps £piſcopoyum, {6 28 


\ he be no otherwiſe, than as Pecer was Priviceps hofte- 
| lorum; "Which 'is alf we contend for; and who can 


I 2 think, 
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think, that he. put a. Senſe into. an Oath, - to make Peo- 
ple forfwear, what he himſelf did not diſlike ? 

5. Laſtly, -becauſe this, could not have been done by 
him, ſo =k , as to oblige Catholicks, by reaſon. of its 
being in, not to. take the Oath, in caſe it were. 0- 
therwiſe. lawful; . except he had declar'd by Law, or at 
leaſt, by ſome Authentick A, ſuch a Senſe to be new- 
ly put into.it : For, in caſe they had not known of it, 
it would have been all one to them, as if it had not 
been in at all: And how ſhould they know of it, un; 
leſs it had been ſome ſuch way made known to them? 
Neither will an accidental and ambiguous Sentence in a 
Book, be, in the Judgment of any wiſe Man, a ſuffici-. 
ent Declaration of his Mind. : Moreover, the Caſe ſeems 
to be this; He did not doubt, but that a great many 
of his Catholick SubjeAts were Loyal; but did doubt, 
fome were not : d had a mind to know, who was 
of the former, and who of the later Sort; but could 
not by the tendering the former Oath, which both Sorts 
refus'd. Hence he, out of Kindneſs tothe Loyal, made 
another Oath, which he thought Theſe wouid, and 
Thoſe would not take. And this is all the apparent Rea- 
ſon. of his former Aſertion; except He, or Biſhop A#- 
drews might be of the general Opinion of Catholicks, that, 
that Qath. was begun and continued, with deſign to di- 
ſtinguiſh tl from Proteſtants. . For, belides thus,. to 
think, as ſome Speculators ſeem, to do, that K. Fames 
deſign'd the very. AQtion of taking the Oath, though the 
Senſe of it were held True by Catholicks, to be a new 
Sign, to ſignify as much as theſe Words, 7 am no Catho- 
lick, without either Law or other Declaration; is a Con- 


ceit as odd, as *tis groundleſs. Beſides that, theſe Words. 


writ, by Chance, as. it. were, ſhould have ſo much 
weight put in them, ſem. to me. ſo ___ ne 
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I'think it very reaſonable to be of the contrary Opinion. 
But the Truth is, there is a grand Miſtake in the Ground 
of this Objetion, and thele Authors are indeed miſre- 
preſented ; for neither of them! ſay, that the Oath of 
Supremacy was intended' at firit, when it was- made in 
Q. Elizabeth's Dayes, to diſtinguiſly Carholicks from Pro- 
reſtants; ' nor can it With any Senſe be. ſo thought, as 
has been ſhewn above. And as for King James, his 
Words are theſe; As for the Oath of Supremacy, the In- 
tention of. the CONTINUATION of it, was to the end to 
diſcover who 'were Roman-Catholicks, and who Prote- 
ſtants. With which words it may. very well conſiſt, 
that ſince Catholicks, ſome out of' Ignorance, others out - 
of intereſt or bad Principles, had Univerfally refus'd 
it, and ſo, had made themſelves liable to diſcovery, by 
not taking it ; he, like a:wiſe and politick Prince, made 
uſe of their Refuſing him that juſt. Duty, by continuing 
the {aid -Oarh, - fo to diſcover them, without any neceE 
ſity, that he ſhould either jimpolſe a new Senſe. on it, or 
dec'are, that' the Original Senfe was indeed oppoſit to 
Catholick Faith, - or a Signe really diſtinguiſhing them 
from Proteſtants. by any AQt or Intention of the State; 
but only by their own private Opinion, that. the. Oath 
claſh't with their Faith. 

6. A- Fourth ObjeQtion is grounded upon. this,, That 
Q. Elizabeth, who made the Oath, made ſeveral Laws 
to deſtroy the Romiſh Faith, by hindering any Prieſt-b 
Authority of the See of Rome, to Preach it here, . and ſo 
to aboliſh his Paſtoral Authority ; which ſeems to argue, 
that in her Oath ſhe alſo deny'd it; and-,upon this, 
that Proteſtants, who endeavour to have the ſame-Faith 
deſtroy'd, may now give this Oath a New Senle, in or- 
der to bring about that end; and -in-this Senſe, which 
we. cannot . deny, offer it us now. . But a 
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(70) 
Conſequence j becauſe, *tis moſt likely, -thar ſhe deny'd 
nothing by this Oath, but what is deny'd ' by! it 'as un+ 
derſtood in the Senfe' of the before 'metition'd Atts, and | 
her' Adinonition« which laſt aſſares' us, - that who ever * 
takes it' in that Senſe,{\all be eſteem'd'her good and'obe- +» 
dient SubjeAts, and freed from-all-the Penalties of: that 
AQ + which is allwe nced aim at. And all She aim'd 
atby the Oath, was (as we have feen) to know, who were *' 
to be c{teem'd. her good and obedient Subjes: And not | 


to deſtroy by it, that Article of our Faith, equally con- } 
fiſtent with Allegtanee; a#the'relt ; | which it is certain, ! 


The-did nor intend 'todeftroy; by that Oath ; - though by ' 
other Means, ſhe fislit'then,- or rather afterwards, :(for | 
it was long after thar, - ſhe made thoſe ſevere Laws-a- | 
gainſt the Catholick Faith) ifirend to deſtroy, not only 
that, bur alſo all orher'Arreles of: our Faith, which avere | 
oppoſit to hers; ' that! 6/ ſhe might make the Stare-Relt- | 


g10n encreaſe, - and not/ that ſhe might know' who were ' | 


her good Subjefts: © Moteover,' *tis' unlikely, that fhe | 


ſhould give an Oarh, which ſhe explicared 1n any! other * 
Senſe, than that m which - ſhe: explicared it by Law; * 
ſince the giving it in that other Senſe; could proceed from ' 
no other Deſign, than of having thar other Senſe de- 
ny'd by the Taker ; which he-could not, in our Sup- 
poſition ys becauſe lie kriew nothing of it. And 
hence, my Opinion is, that her-only Deſrgn, was not to 
have-any Tenet of Carholick Religion, DoCtrine, or Per- 
fwaſion deny'd; bur to know, who- would be True to 
her, againſt the Pope, King of Sp«/m, and Queen of Scor- 
land. Moreover, ris evident; that Information given of | 
a Horrtd Treaſon, caufd our good King to enjoyn its be- | 
ing taken now- - | | | 

+.” Brat thouzh it be ſuppoſed, that we are out-in | 
theſe Speculations, and rhar the Queen. afterwards-had-a *' 


deſign, 
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wot nds operetrygnd= 
deny'd by it, e lame t\pretetit”) yet 
ond an' Mſtrument, 'rhar was nes eng Boot | 
about that Effet ; except a Senſe oppoſit to Catholick 
Religion or Dottrine,” tad ' been <{5 pur into ir, that a 
Catholick might ' have been obliged ro take it in that 
Senſe: For, it he be till at Liberty to take it only in a- 
True Senſe, afid doth this, he detjies not his Rehgion. 
Now; that a Catholick' was and is'(Sfl at Liberty t&'take 
it: only in' that true Senſe -piver- it by, Law,} is evident ; 
becauſe, if he will take-it 1 that,' and will not take it 
in any other, he is freed from- alt Pettalties 'that may 
force him to take ir. Add, that the Queen's Adritonitr- 
on, being allow'd by a Statute-Law, made in the Fift! 


' of er Reign; the Aﬀowance to take it in that Grſe! 


cannot Legally. be deny'd any. , , (1 
8. A Ph Dbieftion artfes from our {wearing to de- 
fend all furiſdictions, Cp annexed to the rown ; 
among which is che Power to execute Laws, mate'a- 
gainit what we hold to be Chrift's DoQtrine: ' And who 
can ſpeak ' or. fight in defence of ſuch a Power? * Brr 
chat part we may well fwear: For, 'tis no more than to 
{wear fhe had af Regal Power ; and-among the reſt, a 
Legal Power, inherent in her as Qrteen, to execure thoſe. 
Laws: which, being a Truth, we may defend, without 
raiding 'it reaſonable for her to aſe or exerciſe it: As 
we truly fay, a Man harh Power or Ability, to do 
bothReaſonable and Unreaſonable Things ; but deny, that 
he hath reaſon, or a reafonable power to do theſe latrer, 
and, we only ſwear to defend that ſhe hath a Poxer or 
Ablity" given her by Law, to deſtroy what 1s by us, not 
by them, efteem'd” Chriftian Farr or certain Truth. Or 
I may be ſaid that they never intended'to give the King 
2 Power to deſtroy Chniſt's:true Faith or any Truth : n&t 
conſe- 


conſequently-t 
Spiritual Authority. an 
ours, only in ion of no ſuch Authority in 
which, ſuppaſition being | | 
: deſtroy - our belief of it: and hence we ſwear not that 
the King hath ſuch a Power. | 
.9.-A lixth is, becaulg moſt think that Sir Thomas Moor | 
and. Biſhop, Fiber, (who were ſuch knowing and, good 
Men, that it would bz Very. hard to imagin they. either 
miſunderſtood or ated amils) 
*Oath: And all, know that our Cathalick predeceſſors from 
the time it was made till our times, conſtantly refus'd it, 
which they would not have done, in caſe they had not 
' thought it deny'd either ſome Article of their Faith, cr at 
leaſt, ſome Theological or otherwiſe certain Truth. Atleaſt, 
-the Firſt of thoſe, who liv'd and talk'd with: thoſe that 
made this Oath, had better Opportunites to know the ſenſe 
of it than we : and ſo we have morereaſon to ſtand ta their, 
ents than our own. As to the Firlt part, *tis certain 
that Sir Thomas Moor and Biſhop Fiſher, died long before 
our Oath was made ; to wit, in King Herry the 8th days : 
when as ours was not made till the firſt of Queen E/izaberh, 
and {o could not die for refuſing what was not made ti'l 
after they weredead. Nay, they were both dead before 
either of rhe two Oaths of Supremacy, made in the days of 
King Henrythe 87h, were enacted. What then they truly 
died for, was for ſpeaking (as it was pretended at leaſt) * 
againſt King Henry the Eight's being Head of the Church, | 
which is quite diftcrent from being Governour of the Realm ; 
or atleaſt, more apt to bear a falſe ſence.; and.,they, bad 
reaſon to fear the King meant to aſſume by thoſe vg 4 
undue Power, becauſe he would not be contented with the : 
Fair play of the Explication quantum per Leger, Dei Jicet, | 
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falſe, 


our per{waſion of the Pope's.pugely. 
Exglnd, and ogher Dominions g.- 
they gave hima. Power to deſtroy 


the Pope ;. 
they gave no Power to 


dicd for not taking this 
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added in the Convocation, by Biſhop Fiſher's means ; who, 
that explication being added, concurred to the Title of 
' | Headof the Church withthe reſt; theequivalent whereof 
»> > WWehavetoours,and that by ACt of Parliament. But Queen 
? } Elizabeth, diſliking what they diſlik't, made it Law that 
! the AQ that gave her Father that Title ſhould remainre- 
: peal'd, and left thoſe Words Head of the Church, out of the 
* Oath; and fo our caſe is neither the fame, nor like theirs. 


i > Beſides, it is not clear that either of them did dye for 
” | refuſing to acknowledge Henry the 8s very Headſhip 
> | attributed to him by an A& of Parliament, made indeed 
: before their Death, but during their Impriſonment. For 
' ris certain they were both Impriſon'd on that very day, 
n wherein Elizabeth Barton, called the Holy Maid of Kept, 


% was Executed: and that the cauſe of their Impriſonment 
» } was, for refuſing then the Oath lately before enaQted for 


n ; acknowledging the. King's Marriage with Queen A» 
- ſawful, and her Iſſue, the Princeſs £/izaberh then born, 
T- | lawfully begotten, or true Heir of the Crown, (vid. San- 
mt derum dep. Schiſ. Anglicano. |, 1. p. $6. edit. Ingolſtad.) 
i Moreover, it is known, that very great Saints dy*d in mate- 


ry + rial Errors. And that ſuch Errors did not prejudice 
"nj þ their San&ity, nor Martyrdom either. Witneſs S. Cyprian | 


« | of 4ffich, &.. | 
p + * _ 10. As to the Second, I confeſs, thoſe who liv'd in the | 
| | Parliament's Dayes, which enaQed the Oath, might ' 
t have underſtood the Senſe of the Oath, as well, or bet- 


- | terthanT: For, who am I thar I ſhould pretend to have 
? } as good or better Underſtanding, than any of them had? | 

* Next, I fay, that the firſt of them, at leaſt, had ſome- j 
: thing a better Opportunity, by diſcourſing with that | 
he | Part of the Parliament that worded the Oath and Att ; | 
',- | which perhaps, only knew the Meaning of. both, better ; 
led than other Folks. Yet, whether they, or at leaft,'more 
K than. 
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than a few of them, went this way to work,- is-not a 
thing that we haye any knowledg of; and, if they did 
not ule this Means, we are upon equal Terms with 
them, or rather better. For, we have the Oath, and all 
Statutes concerning it, as well as they had: And, be- 
ſides this, have ſeveral Treatifes writ on both ſides, which 
they had not. But, as many have better Judgments, and 
better Opportunities to underſtand Divinity, Philoſophy, 
or Law, than others, and yet fall ſhort of Underitan- 
ding fo well as they, either by not looking at all, look- 
ing Nightly, the wrong way, or not hap'ning to think 
of fo good Reaſons as others do: ſo, it may happen in 


our Caſe, as well as it hap'ned in the Caſe of the Oath. 


of Allegiance ; which, neither as to the Senſe of the 
Words, nor the Truth of that Senſe, ſcem'd to be nigh 
{o well underſtood formerly, by thoſe that liv'd with its 
Makers, as by us that live now. Nay, ſome fancy'd no 
lefs than Three Hereſies in it, which Ghoſts have ſince 
diſappeared ; and more than one is not now ſo. much 
as pretended to be in that Oath: And the Excellent An- 
{wer of the Three Treatiſes of the Fe/#its, writ againſt 
that Oath, ſhews plainly, there is neither Hereſte nor 
Error in it, but: —_ and juſt Duty to our Sove+- 
reign. 

-I1. This being ſo, the Queſtion ought to be, Whe- 
ther of us do aQually ſee beſt into this Matter? And 
ſince neither We nor They could ſee intq it, but by the 
Reaſons brought on both ſides, thoſe of us muſt be judg'd 
to ſee beſt into the Senſe of the VVords, who bring the 
beſt Reaſons. Now, thoſe I have here —_ for the 
Pope's. Paſtoral, or purely Spiritual Power of the Keys 
not being excluded, {hew to. me far better than any I 


hnd them bring, to prove the contrary : And it is moſt 


Ukely, they brought the. beſt Reaſons they had, as the 
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uſe to do in other Matters. But, though they had bet: 
ter than they did produce, and alſo better than theſe I 
have produc'd, yet, ſince I know not that they hag 
them, and alſo think it moſt _y they had them not, 
it is all one to me; who _ able to conſider Real 
on both ſides, may a& according to the beſt Reaſon 1 
can get; it being unreaſonable for a Man that can juds 
of Reaſon, to be guided by other Men's Judgments far- 
ther than they have, or, which is all one, produce Rea- 
ſon: The Suppoſal of which in- them, ſhewing'them 
the way, is the only Reaſoa why ochers ſhould be guid- 
ed by them: For, why ſhould one be | by ano- 
ther, that knows the way no better than he, and in our 
Caſe worſe? Moreover, the adhering to Predeceſſors 
Opinions, what ever Reaſon there be againſt them, is a 
certain way for the World; never to get out of any Er. 
ror, unleſs our Fore-Fathers be fiippos'd to be alwayes 


Infallible ; the Contrary to which, frequent Experjence 


has ſhewn. So that, this Argumenr ot blindly follow- 
ing our Fore-Fathers in Things ſubjet to Reaſon; which 
ſeem'd fo Plauſible at firſt, . will be found, when well 

look't into, of a moſt pernicious Conſequence. | 
12. Neither is the leaving of their Fudgment in this parti- 
cular,the leaving of their Faith. For, unleſs we will wrong 
them, by making them hold for Faitli what was nor 
Faith, they pra, hold nothing; of Faith but what was 
taught, or rather in this caſe given, by Chriſt. And {6 
much we hold as well as they, and conceive the Oath does 
not at all touch it. In this indeed we may differ from 
them, who might think it docs. But, whether ſuch 
words mean ſo or {v, is far from a queſtion of Faith. Tis 
at moſt x difference in Opinion abaut the meanitg. of a 
Law, ſuch a difference as every body has almoſt with 
K 2 every 
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every body, and which, if it were not unblamable, there 
would be no living without blame in the world,where there 
always has and always will be, as many Opinions as 
heads. If we be in the right, as the reaſons alledged 

r{wade us we are, nothing can be more prepoſterouſly 
alledged againſt us then their Example. For, they fol- 
lowed the diftates. of their Conſcience, and we thould 
go. againſt ours? They had indeed renounc't their Faith 
if they had taken the Oath in Cafe they were perſwaded, 
though untruly, that it did, deny their Faith; we cannot 
renounce, Faith by taking the Oath while we are per- 
ſwaded. it meddles not with Faith ; no, though our per- 
\waſion ſhould' happen to be falſe ; but we ſhould plain- 
ly refuſe to do our duty, which we think the Oath only 
requires. In ſhort, they did. well and we ſhould do 
ill. 

12. Butperchaneethey and' we may not differ even in 
this Opinion. For it doth not follow, They deny'd the 
Oath, therefore they thought the Oath denyed Faith. 
For they might think the Oath deny'd- ſome other truth 
or Probability, which they thought they-could not, and 
{9 woutd not forſwear, For Example, they might think 
it true or probable, that the Queen was. not Temporat 
Governour in Spiritual or mixt Cauſes, and over Eccle- 
fiaſtical Perſons; becauſe they might think it true, or 

robable, that theſe. Cauſes. and*Perfons were exempted; 
Fare Divino, from Secular Juriſdition, and did belong 
to the Pope, as many do at this Day ; and others might 
think, the Pope had' a direQ'or indire&t Temporal Pow- 
er to depoſe the King, either by Divine Right of Q#04- 
cumque ligaveris, &c. or by the Title of King John's Do- 
nation, &c. And hence, could not ſwear, they thought. 
no ſuch thing. Bux hence ariſes 
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14. A-Seventh Scruple, How one may .lawfuliy fweat 
theſe things are. falſe, which one doth not. know to be 
ſo? And how can any know them to be ſv, when he 
ſees great Scholars hold the contrary? For a full An- 
{yer to this, I remit the Reader to the Anſwer: to the 
Tefuits Loyalty, and the Second Treatiſe of it. In ſhort, 
I reply, That of thoſe, who held theſe Things to be 
Falſe, ſome rhink they certainly knew them to be fo; 
and thele certainly may {wear - &. are fo. Others hold 
them to be ſo; but are. Conſcious to themlelves, - thas 
they hold this upon Reaſons only more probable, than 
are brought tor the other ſide; and though theſe may 
not lawfully ſwear they are falſe, yet they may ſwear, 
that they are 1o in their Judgment or Conſcience;; ber 
cauſe, that they are fo in their Judgment, is-certainly 
true. And this is all the Oatlr: doth -or carreaſonably 
require of the Generality of thoſe, unto whom it 1s ot- 
fer'd ; they being able to ſay and fwear, what they hold 
in theſe Queſtions; and not able to ſay or ſwear they 
certainly know what they hold to be true. . And this 1s 
ſufficient for ſecuring Allegiance ; fince People uſe not 
to aCt contrary to what they hold, — they hold it 
upon probable Reaſons only : On the other ide, thoſe 
that are certainly or probably perſwaded they are true, 
cannot {wear they are, ſo muchas in their Judgment or 
Conſcience, falſe ; and ſo cannot take this- Oath. - But 
I judge, they may find Reaſon-enough toalter their Judg- 
ment, if they read late Authors upon this: Subject, to 
whom I remit them. 

15. And in this caſe we make a-Schiſm; (as: ſome are - 
pleaſed to call it, to- fright Timorous Conkciences which 
are us'd to abhor the horrible Sin, which that word moſt 
commonly ſignifies) or Diviſion only in- Opinion ; which 
is. certainly known, and confeſſed to be. 1n. other G 

W- 
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lawful. And, I hope, they will not argue, that thoſe 
- who leave their Opinions, will alſo leave their Faith; 
there being no Conſequence from one to the other. All 
the Schools, that is in a manner, all the Teaching Part 
of the Church, make Schiſms daily, and are Frided 
from one another in this Senſe; and, which is more, 
are never likely to leave this kind of Schiſmatizing, and 
return to an Union; or rather, *tis impoffible they 
ſhould. For, how can it be expeCted, that in Things 
depending on Opinions, Men's Fancies, Tempers, Educa- 
tion,c*c. their Judgment ſhould light to be the ſame? Nei- 
ther do we condemn our Pious Anceſtors, (as ſome ob- 
je&) but applaud their Fortitude, who chooſe rather to 
- die, than to {wear a thing which they thought either 
falſe or oppoſite, if not to Catholick Faith, at leaſt to 
Truth. What we condemn, is only their Opinions ; 
and this upon better Reaſons againſt them, than they 
brought for them. And who can condemn us' for this ? 
or look upon us the worle tor receding from them up- 
on ſuch Terms, as every good Man is bound to recede 
from his former ſelf ? 

16. An Eighth. ObjeQion is, That be it how it will, 
whether former Catholicks, fince Queen Elizabers Days, 
had-reaſon to do what they did or no, or the Oath in 
it ſelf contains the King's juſt Right or no ; yet now, 
the conſtant taking the Oath by Proteſtants, and refuſing 
it by Catholicks; and this for ſo conſiderable a Tratt of 
Time, is become a DiſtinCtive Signe between Catholicks 
and Proteſtants; and fo, the Taking it implyes a Re- 
nouncing of Faith, which ens wy, muſt needs be 
Scandalous and Unlawful? I anſwer, Signes are bur of 
two ſorts, Extrinſecal, which appertain not tothe Thi 
at- all, but. are meerly Arbitrary ; as- that of the Fers 
wearing 2 Yellow Hat at Kome: Or elſe,  Intrinſecal, 
. Y, which 
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which are conneRed with the very Nature bf the Thing, 
And this either as Cauſe with EffeQ, . as the White- 
neſs of the Ears of Corn is a Signe- of Harveſt ap- 
proaching; or as Effeft with Cauſe, as Smoak is a Signe 
of Fire: Or, laſtly, as one Part ſeen, is a Signe of the 
Preſence of the Whole, with which *tis conneQted. One 
of theſe Kinds of Signes, then, the taking this Oath muſt 
be, or 'tis none at all. Apain, it can be but one of 
them, they being contradiſtinguiſh't to one another, 
Firlt then, if it be oz!y an Extrinſecal Signe of being a 
Proteſtant, then it muſt be ſaid, that there is no Harm in 
it at all, taking it as # #t ſelf, nor does it at all relate to 
Faith; which yet is contrary to the Sentiment of all 
thoſe who oppos'd the Oath hitherto, and the Opini- 
on of former Catholicks, who refus'd to take it: Nay, 
I much fear, to the Judgment likewiſe of our preſent 
ObjeQers, however they are pleasg'd, that they may 
make ſomething of this ObjeCtion, to lay it aſide. Be- 
{tdes, the ſwearing to a Form of Words which have 
a meaning under them either true or falſe, and expreſs 
ſome Tenets (either relating or not relating to Faith) is 
a very odd thing to make an Extrinſecal ſign of. Meer 
ſounds may ferve for Extrinſecal marks to diſtinguiſh 
Parrats, but words made to expreſs mens Conceptions, 
will neceſſarily reach their Minds, and affeCt their inte- 
riour, or have ſomething /-trinſccal in them, and fo if they. 
judge differently. of their meaning, will 4;/ingni/h them 
Intrixſecally, do we all we can. Secondly, to alledge in 
this Occaſion, that the Taking this Oath is any kind of 
Intrinſecal ſign, that is either Cauſe, Effet or a Part 
of Proteſtant Religion as diſtinguiſht from Catholick, is 
as voyd of reaſon as the other, unleſs we beg the Que- 
ſtion, and ſuppoſe it granted to our hands that the Oath 


contains a ſence oppoſit to Catholick Faith ; without which 
prov'd:: 


(%) © 
;prov'd or admitted, tis impoſſible to -pretend, *tis a 
{ign-Intrinſecally diftingwſhing thoſe two parties. Truth 
1s, theſe ObjeQters ſhould ſay that *tis only an Extririſe- 
cal Sign , if the nature of the Thing would permit them ; 
for if 1t have an Intrinſecal Connexion with any Tenet 
contrary to the Religion of Catholicks, it mult neceſſarily 
be, (even in their own opinion) malum in ſe, and fo, the 
Refuſal of it ſhould, as all ſolid reaſon requires, be ſet- 
tied upon it's Oppoſition to what they judge Catholick 
Faith, and not on it's being a bare Sign of Proteſtant 
Religion ; and this a- pittiful one too, as never having 
been conſtituted ſuch by any Publick Authority, bur 
meerly taken up by the ill-grounded Fancies of private 
men. 

17. But, ſay they, we abſtract whether the Oath bear a 
good or bad ſenſe, and affirm that even taking it inthis 
abſtraQtive State, 'tis a DiſtinQive Signe. I reply, *Tis 
very hard, when one takes an Oath, to abſtraft whe- 
ther it have a good or bad Senſe; and therefore, I much 
doubt, it will not paſs current in Chriſtianity, that an 
Oath, which conſiſts of Words that have a Meaning in 
them, ſhould bear a Conſideration which is indifferent to 
a good or bad Meaning. Beſides, I like this AbſtraQti- 
on worſe than any part of the Diſcourſe: For,it ſeems to ſig- 
nify thus much, Let the Words import only a juſt Duty to 
my Prince, or how you will; yet, if our Anceſtors have 
'retus'd to pay their Allegiance, by taking this Oath when 
lawfully adminiſtred, I will prefer their Example before 
my own Duty. 

18. And, as tis impoſſible, to rank the taking this 
Oath, under either Head of a DiſtinAive* Signg, 1d *tis 
moſt evident, it is not,held for ſuch. . For of 0 0- 
mit the Laws and Law-makers, of whi 
bove) the moſt Learned Proteſtant Auth 


uoh a- 
fore Ci- 
ted, 
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a5 many-as read, . approve and abet them, (whi 
includes: Princes, and the g ; of the molt. Intel; 
ligent Men of our Nation), cannot hpld.lit, to, argue; aDj-. 
ſtin&iow of one Religion from anqther.. Neth, > Teſt: 
ropos'd heretofore, to incapacitate Kdwgrr Catholicks from 
aring any Offices; ' which imports a reaouncing. Trer-. 


ſubſtantiation, and other Points, : plainly ſhews, they di þ 


not think the taking this Oath diſtinguiſh's them from 


to become Proteſtants? Not one. It remains then, that: 
only: our ſelves faricy: to : our ſelves, *ris a Dione 
Signe, and cry it- up for ſuch, and are only fecon 

by ſome few others, who hear how fiercely our weaker 
Brethren inveigh againſt thoſe who take it, as Hereticks. 
And ſuch Diſtinftive. Signes as theſe, we ſhould have had 
good ſtore, had it not pleas'd God to raiſe from time to 
time, ſome few good Men, who lov'd Truth. ſo well, as 
to dare to be Honeſt. Had jt not been for. :ddrington, 
and one or two more, the 04th of Allegiance would ſhort- 
ly have got to be a Diſtinitive Shane too, and the Depo- 
'ng Power an eminent One. No fewer than three Here- 
ſies were faid tobe. in that Oath ; and certainly, that 
which contains three Hereſies, deſerves with far better 
Right to be made a Diftinftive Signe, than the Oath of 
Supremacy, which' was:thaught to contain but One at 
moſt. Now, the Pretence of ſuch DiſtinQtve Signes as 
theſe, is ſo far from deterring Ingenuous Men from wri- 
ting againſt it, that it rather induces an obligation in 
them to - oppoſe with Reaſon, the loud inſignificant 
Noiſe, which ſtuns {o many : The Honour of our C4- 


tholick Faith, and the Duty to ou Prince and State, . be- 


ing 


g___ Wiſe; that Trath not :to:be” fold; And to 
:'Thomic of Aquity, Who fayes; OS nullam ſcandelum re 
Unuends -eft veritatis defenſio : The Patronage of "Trih is 
not tobe beft 'off for any Scandal whatſoever, 
49. The laſt Seruple ariſeth From the Conſideration 
of ill hat hath beefi hitherto faid:. ' For. after all this 
te," it, is n6t-dbſolutely- impoſſible but that the Oach 
might have been 4ntended by the Makets of it, to, deny 
Ce ws purely Spiritual Power of the Keys; even in 
any Caſe of Contingency in Emglard, and other his Ma- 
jeſties Dominions; though we have ſhewn this to be 
altogether improbable ; and, hence, peradvetiture, they 
do aftually deny it, who take this Oath. ':Bbt, I anfwer, 
That notwithſtanding what 'Poſfibility of, Truth ſoever 
there be in the Antecedent, ' there is no danger at-all of 
the Cotiſequent: For, I arh 2s Tertain as that] live, and 
know my own Thoughts, that I underRand the Words 
in a Senſe not oppoſite either to Cathobct Faith, or toany 
Truth whatſoever. Next, I am certain- I take the Oath 
in that Senſe only in which I underſtand it:; And 
hence, Iam certain likewiſe, thatT deny not my Chriſti- 
4h Faith, or any other Truth. Only, I may perchanoe have 
ÞHme-fmall Doubt, (as I may have of the Words of 
many. Publick Oaths in the World, which are notwith- 
ſanding generally held to be lawfully taken) whether 
the Senſe I'take ems in, be meant by Law. But, how- 


ever this' Matter be, of whether I doubt, or not doubr, 
in any manner at: all, ſure Iam, I do not ſwear this doubt- 
- ful 


(32) 


haz myr:Scbſc of ixbogy1is givgy 
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220% Add hence,” I am: induo'd-to believe, if:tliaſe Ra- 


ſpits ſhould help to effe&n general Perfwaſitn; thax the 
"Qath'pneans 'not to exclude thei Popes, i ap:other:'For- 
*retgh* rekiteF Paſtorkl/Rowetiun-all-Contingengits,] that 
then; #fter fioh-w goneral/Porfurpfidn, 'the: Oath! may the 


lawfully ad freely raken” Snxlieumean time! becauſe 
no tend&nnefs can't bs'ws great arfiichratters; to avoid 

iving Offence to any, whether of our own or of a.dif- 
ferent Communion, who, if they underſtand the Oath 
otherwiſe, will be apt to judge according to their own 
Apprehenſion, that to take the Oath is to renounce 
the Religion which the Taker profeſſeth : I conceive it 
adviſable, that who takes it declare plainly before-hand, 
in what Senſe he underſtands it : viz. that he'takes it not 
in the moſt large Senſe of the Words, which might ſeem 
- to ſome to deny his Religion ; but only in that Senſe, 
which to the beſt of his Judgment is aſſign'd it by Law : 
-or in that Senſe in which Learned Proteſtants, allow'd 
and approv'd by Publick Authority, have expounded it, 
and underſtood it -to be the Law-Senſe of it; or 'that 
he underſtands the Power meant by the Law to be ac- 
knowledg'd in the King, is the Power of the Sword, not 
of the Keys: Likewiſe, that the Keys are not deny'd to 
the Pope, or other Forfeign Prelate, but the Sword. Or 
rather, becauſe the Power of the Keys has been ftretch't 
by ſome to Temporals, co the diſpoſing even. of King- 
doms, and ſuch like Exorbitancies; which have not 
only been claim'd but pra5isd, and the Power to do 
them all the while call'd the Power of the Keys; it were 
fit to make this Declaration in words not liable to Ex- 
L 2. ceptt+ 


'eption,: «Fur which/'t- 

-thofe before mention":pf rhe» 'Arch'Bj 

that the/ King only! has the 'Supreme, :: 

tive Juriſdiction, or Power of the Sw ithin. hi 

ions, over all Perſons, | 2nd nll Th 
and that no meme gr > any wy bas,! t 

SE Part th and that he underſtagds 


- Oath fo,” und no _deherwide and: ſo takes it..,, By. this 
means i he will deal tly, and candidly, Au. ug- 
blameably before God and Man, and without, any. Sha- 
= a Offence or. Scandal, whether to Proient of Ca--. 

icks, 


_ except againſt the 


>” 
|  Conclufson. | 


not amiſs to take a ſhort view of what has been 
faid, at parting. The whole in Truth lies in 
a narrow compaſs: who refuſes the Oath, for 
what concerns the Fope, muſt either think that his Pa- 
ſtoral Power isdeny'd by it; or that what without queſti- 


"H"= been longer than I intended, 1 conceive it 


"on is deny'd, viz, That External Coercive Judiciary 


Power, which he has in ſome other Princes Dominions, 


and heretofore had here, is fo bis right, that it can by 


no Humane Power be taken away. There is no more 
in, the Caſe. For, as to what relates to the King, Itake 
it, to be very clear. | 

2. As for the Firſt, the expreſſions of the Oath are fo 
general, that who\ looks upon them as they lie there, 
and judges accordigg to their bare ſound, has reaſon to 
, fo much reaſon, that were they 
taken out, and digeſted into Propoſitions, to be conſide- 
red and judged ot purely by the import of the Terms, 
perhaps there is not a Catholick in the World, at leaſt 
[ believe there are but very few, who would approve 
them. Tn likelihood © our Anceſtors, wha refusd* the 


* Oath, lookr. upon them no otherwiſe' ; which T the ra- 


ther believe, becauſe I ſee that many, I think*the moſt, 
70 no farther at this day. And then *tis no.wondet thir 


They refus'd,* and Theſe condema it. All -Catholicks 
generally would refufe and condemn it too, if they lookt 


upon it in the ſame manner. 


3}. But who look upon the ſame —_— as.-part -. 
- of an Oath contained in an AQ, an 


refleft that. the 
Oath is declared to be for the better Obſervation and main 
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tenance of that At, and therefore, and in force of the ge- 
neral Rule of underſtanding words according to the mat- 
ter ſpoken of, ought. ro be underſtood only of what the 
AQ ſpeaks: That all the Power, of which the A& ſpeaks, 


is Power repugnant tothe Antient Juriſdiction of the Cy »: 
" Power both" Forreign and Uſurped ; Power buntheniome 


and intolerably chargeable to the SubjeF : That this.Limita- 
tion is tot only in the, Title, and Preamble, but in the 


very Branch -which abolyhes the Popes Power, where 
the intent is-particularly expreſt' to be, that Al uſurped and 


orr ign power be forever extinguiſh't: That the Popes Paſtor. 
van oo may be called Forreign cannot be thought in 
ped,by a Chriſtian who reads the Scripture,and leesS.Peter, 
and in him his Succeſſor, *empower'd there and comman- 
ded-by Chriſt to teed his Sheep: That, where a [Law 
declares it's own intent, *tis not for others to think ir 
intended more, or otherwile then-Aas it declares,: That 
no more was rg anger then was intended to be ex- 
tinguiſht, with what elſe 1s ſaid in the foregoing, Pa- 
pers; may find realon to judge,. that the Meaning of the 


"Words of the Oath is not altogether ſo large as "their 


Sound, and that all the Power -deny'd there ſignifies 


-no more than all the Power ſpoken of in the A&; and, 


therefore, that Paſtoral Power is not renounC't ; that 


-which -is renounc't being limited by the AE to Oppre/- 


ſive, .and Uſurped, and to Soveraignty-repugnant. Power, 

4. Again, who conſiders that the Oath AQtually is 
underſtood in this manner by thoſe of greateſt note in the 
Church of Ezglazd: That Arch - Biſhop Bramhall tells 
us (Schiſm Cuarded p: 311.) That by this A& there 
is no forreign Power aboliſhed, but only that which is re- 
pugnant to the Ancient Laws of England, and. to the Preyg- 


 eative Royal : p. 340: That Juriſdiction purely os 


(the ſame which I call Paſtoral) doth neither diſinh:rit the 
. Prince 
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Prince ar: the Peers, | wor deſtroy and Aninad the Laws ad 


Prerogative Royal, nor vex the Kings Liege people, nov ing> 
poverib the Subjett;'rnax ar ain the Kingdom of Ms Treaſares, 
&c.. iu fine, s.notgailey of. any of the grievances-of which 
our Laws complain. 4 s rhe external Regiment of the 
Chench \by new Roman Laws, &c. that are apparently gailty 
af: all theſe” evils. Thiſe Papal Immouations we have taken 
any Imdeed —- _ than . e JuUROVAarions a have taken 
nothing a'vay, that . 1 know of : e 253. We have not re- 
ren. the Subſtance of the A yoke the ſubſtance 
of the Papacy-do confift | in| coattive Power : who conſiders 
beſides that theſe things are not whaiſper'd 1n Corners, 
bur-own'd m' the face of the World ; nor the private 
fancies of afingle man, (his Book being lately Reprinted 
after the Authors Death, with the countenance of more 
conſiderable Authority than Books uſually have, and 
the ſame may be ſaid 'of the other Prote Authors 
above-cited)- 'will find himſelf put to it, if he be urged, to 
make out how he comes to pretend to underſtand the meaty 
ing of Proteſtant Laws, better than Proteſtants themſelves. 

5. It may very well be, that a Proteſtant may be. wil- 
ling to ſwear, what a Catholick cannot: becauſe one 
may think true, what the other does not : But, where 
they both-agree.in the thing, and what the Proteſtant 
means when- he ſwears, the Catholick . thinks true as 
well as h&; and yet will not ſwear the fame truth in the 
fame words, looks like a Riddle. If the words 4A# Power 
fignify- 41 Wſarped Power to a Proteſtant, .I ie not, but 
they may ſignify the ſame to a Cathalick roo. And, if 
it be known that he means by them as the. Proteſtane 
does, *tis plain, They cannot ſignify otherwiſe., For the 


| Ggnification of words is/ nothing. bur the known mzan- 


ing of thoſe who uſe them. -And though they ſhould 
fixnify otherwiſe ellewhere, they. can ſignify no more yy 
| d. 


* 
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:{, where *tis known no more but ſo is: meant 'by, 
6. This difficulty then, in two words, is only. this : 
Whether Al Power in the Oath: means abſolutely All, or 
"All the Power mentioned and intended by the 4, for the 
© *obſervation whereof the Oath was made. That \Gene- 
"ral words are oxdinarily, . I had almoſt faid al- 
"ways, confin'd by Circumſtances,. is a thing fo known, 
that *ris impertinent perhaps to mention; at leaft, to 
bring examples of it. Whether Tho/e words are confin'd 
4n This Caſe, is all we: have to conſider, and to every 
mans Judgment-and Conſcience I leave it, : Only who 
is not fatisfy'd with what has been- faid; has ſtill. I con- 
ceive, a ſafe way of proceeding, by declaring before 
'hand, if he take the Oath, that he takes it in the ſenſe 
of the Law, as underſtood by all Proteſtant Writers, 
none excepted, particularly 'Arch-Biſhop Bramhal, which, 
as was ſhown, Teems to-amount to a Conſent of the Na- 
tion; After which I for vzy part fee no cauſe of Scru- 

ple remaining for the frſt Point, | 
7. For the ſecond, who is perſwaded that the Power 
Renounc'd by the Oath, does indeed belong to the Pope 
by Divine Right, (For what is ſettled by Human, may 
by Human Authority be unſettled) ungoubtedly cannot 
take the Oath. | But he ſhould do well to confider, how 
the comes to be {o periſwaded. This is no place to treat 
' the Queſtion: -I ſhall .only ſay, that, if any one take 
that Perſwaſion for Faith, he is certainly miſtaken ; and 
'that many of the. moſt Learned among 'Catholicks are 
miſtaken too, if it be true. It is a Power which here- 
tofore has drawn perpetual complaints from our Catho- 
lick Anceſtors, and many Laws for Redrcfs of the In- 
*conveniencics they ſuffer'd by it. It is a Power for whoſe 
Aake our Religion is at tlits day aſpers'd with the im- 
| putation 
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ration of Incanſiſtence with the Eaſe of Subjefts, and Se- 
cutity of the Common-wealth.' "Who 'will maintain it, 
engages himſelf to clear it from theſe Objeftions. . For, 
Tf he do 'not, he will not clear himſelf from doing his 
part -to bring his Country again'into what'the Law calls 
Bondage, and his Religion into rhe Scandalous ſhame of 
being indeed guilty of what is'laid ro her Charge. No 
man can go about it, without maintaining in the firſt 
place that our Catholick Anceſtors complaincd always 
without cauſe, and felt nothing when they cry'd out of 
the burthen. If They had reaſon to complain, Prote- 
ſtants have none to endure what they complained of, nor 
can Catholicks of all men expect they thould. 

8. In ſhort, there is nothing does more harm in the 
world then miſtaken Zeal, which, under a miſtaken pre- 
tence of Religion, we ſee tranſports Men to things the 
moſt contrary to Religion that can be. *Tis not to bs: * 
thought that in our Communion there is no Humane 
Frailty. Opinions have bzen broache concerning thz 
Pope, and are to this day maintained, prejudicial, to {ay 


: no more, both to rhe- Soveraignty of Princes, and Hie- 
y rarchy of the Church. Whether the Power in queſtion 
t to exerciſe an independent, Soveraign, Coattive, Judici. 
7 ary Authority, in all Princes Dominions, and all Biſhops 
t Dioceſſes, upon the matter to govern rhe Church and 
@ World alone, be not of the number, They ſhould do 
d well to conſider, who refuſe the Oath for'its lake. For 
_* if it be, their Zeal is plainly a miftaken Zeal; which, as 
_ it uſes to do, deccives and carries thern juſt contrary to 
" what they mean, the Scandal, and, to their Power, 
N ruine of Religion, which they think to preſerve. For 
{ my part I beg of God the grace rather to ſuffer the loſs 
N- of my own lite, than deny the Pope, or any man any 
_ juſt right ; and I b:g the ſame grace to preſerve me 


from 


H 
b- 
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 abetting uajuſt things evegia the Pope. 1 Time has 
four oft it cnae, by the war in Gurl. ©. be peo- 
'vided of the firſt Vacant Benefices. ld think my 
Tilf neither good Engliſh-man, nor _ Chriſten if T 
_ obſtinately and for a Power to commit ſuch Ex- 
orbitancies. -— 
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